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PARENTING

/// GOSPEL PRINCIPLES

That Can Radically Change Your Family

Parenting -
14 Gospel
Principles



What are the Biggest Challenges of
Parenting?

Disagreements among parents Work life balance

Inconsistency Time limitations
Being a role model Energy limitations
Impatience Value/moral/faith transmission

Tantrums

>

>

>

>

>

» Disobedience
» Disagreements

» Communication

» Connection with children
>

Lack of common interests




What are the Biggest Challenges of

Parenting?

Disobedience

Lying

Shyness

Frequent tantrums

Laziness

Constant whining

Aggressive and violent behavior
Poor eating habits

(Digital) addiction
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Sibling rivalry
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Physical illness

Depression mental illness
Lack of emotional bonding
Co-parenting

Failure to impart moral values
and faith

Communication gap
Generational gap
Cultural gap

Time and resources

Work life balance




Parenting - 14 Gospel Principles
- Paul Tripp

» Big picture parenting worldview




Parenting - 14 Gospel Principles
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Big picture parenting worldview
1.
2.

. Law

Calling

Grace

. Inability
. ldentity
. Process

. Law

. Authority

» 9. Foolishness
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- Paul Tripp

10. Character
11. False Gods
12. Control
13. Rest

14. Mercy




Who are we as a Parent?

» Owners vs. Ambassadors

» Owner parents: motivated by what parents want for their
children and from their children

» Ambassador parents: faithfully represent the One who
sent us

» Psalm 127:3-4 Children are a heritage from the Lord,
offspring a reward from him. Like arrows in the hands of a
warrior are children born in one’s youth.
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Psalm 127 - A Psalm about Family

» Psalm 127:1-2 Unless the Lord builds the house, the
builders labor in vain. Unless the Lord watches over the
city, the guards stand watch in vain. In vain you rise early
and stay up late, toiling for food to eat— for he grants
sleep to those he loves.
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Characteristics of Owner vs. Ambassador
Parents

1. ldentity: where do we get our identity, meaning,
purpose, and well-being?

2. Reputation: trophy children vs. glorifying God
3. Work: relying on ourselves vs. relying on God

4. Success: measure with what we have produced
vs. what you have done




Similarity with Stephen Ministry

» Result-Oriented Caregiving and Process-Oriented Caregiving - both wants the
best for the care receiver

Try to do for others what only God Concentrate on what they are able to
do and leave the results to God

Holel Ll el eliacia gl el e Aol el e Concentrate on caring for others
others’ problems

Foster dependency by making Foster dependence on God, and self-
decisions for others reliance, by helping others make their
own decisions

lshapiaiaen el el e s s Focus their other-centered care on

eenidsigele el e B lelels sl felt e providing what their care receivers
themselves and in control need

Try to control others’ behaviors Try to control their own behavior




Application

» Am | an ownership parent or an ambassador
parent?

» How to turn from an ownership parent to an
ambassador parent?




Class 2

» Principle 1 - Calling
» Communicating with our children
» Principle 6 - Process




Principle 1: Calling - Nothing is more
important in your life than being one of God’s
tools to form a human soul

» What is the central task of a parent?

» Look back at:
» How did we spend our time / energy / money?
» What did we worry about?
» What did we pray for?




Deut. BB Ap &C 6:4-6

» 4 Hear, O Israel: The LorD our God, the LORD is
one. ° Love the LORD your God with all your heart and
with all your soul and with all your strength. ¢ These
commandments that | give you today are to be on your

hearts.
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Deut. BB Ap &C 6:7-9

» 7Impress them on your children. Talk about them when
you sit at home and when you walk along the road, when
you lie down and when you get up. & Tie them as symbols
on your hands and bind them on your foreheads. ° Write
them on the doorframes of your houses and on your
gates.
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Deut. B8 @5 iC 6:20-23

>

20 In the future, when your son asks you, “What is the meaning of the
stipulations, decrees and laws the LORD our God has commanded you?” 21 tell
him: “We were slaves of Pharaoh in Egypt, but the LORD brought us out of Egypt
with a mighty hand. 22 Before our eyes the LORD sent signs and wonders—great
and terrible—on Egypt and Pharaoh and his whole household. 23 But he brought
us out from there to bring us in and give us the land he promised on oath to
our ancestors.
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Central Task of a Parent

» Used by God to create in our children:
» God-consciousness: Verse 20 “When your son asks you ...”




Deut. B8 @5 iC 6:20-23

>

20 In the future, when your son asks you, “What is the meaning of the
stipulations, decrees and laws the LORD our God has commanded you?” 21 tell
him: “We were slaves of Pharaoh in Egypt, but the LORD brought us out of Egypt
with a mighty hand. 22 Before our eyes the LORD sent signs and wonders—great
and terrible—on Egypt and Pharaoh and his whole household. 23 But he brought
us out from there to bring us in and give us the land he promised on oath to
our ancestors.

2HEZ  MWRERFBMRK BANE-FZKMAEHERMAOELEEZE -
26  HESEZEEERIE?

MRS MR R WP ERKRFBRBEZONE ; BHANEHR
RERNFRKEMIEER KRB LR

2 MR - - KEAXITHBHO@IE S ST EER AT EZE LM
TEXHNE L

BRERMUEBEFED R - ZERHMEAMMD M S EEE EET
i 18 5E i By e F M -



Central Task of a Parent

» Used by God to create in our children:
» God-consciousness: Verse 20 “When your son asks you ...”
» God-submission: Verse 7 “Impress them on your children ...”




Deut. BB Ap &C 6:7-9

» 7Impress them on your children. Talk about them when
you sit at home and when you walk along the road, when
you lie down and when you get up. & Tie them as symbols
on your hands and bind them on your foreheads. ° Write
them on the doorframes of your houses and on your
gates.
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How do we talk to our children every day?
How do we talk to our children?
How do we communicate with our children?




What are the Challenges in
Communicating with our children?

» Children not opening up

» No time

» Nothing meaningful to talk about

» Annoy each other, get into arguments

» Not understanding or cannot relate to each other - gaps




How do we communicate with our children?

» Really Listen. Why is it so hard to listen well?
» Our natural desire is to talk
» We judge quickly
» We have preconceptions and biases
» Our ego gets in the way
» We multitask




The 5 levels of listening...

lgnoring

Pretend listening
Selective listening
Attentive listening

» Avoid distractions

» Listen to more than just words (e.g., what is not said,
recurrent themes, changes, feelings, spiritual concern

» Ask questions (open-ended, clarifying, not too many)
» Reflect (content, feelings, concerns)
5. Emphatic listening Empathy
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https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=1Evwgu369Jw

How do we communicate with our children?

» Really Listen. Most of us do more talking than listening.
» Come Alongside Your Children.

» Don't Give Unwanted Advice.

» Check Your Tone And Body Language.

» Be Real.

» It's Not About You.




How do we talk about God every day?

Don’t preach a sermon
Prayers

Prayer requests
Devotion

Meal time

School work

Church

Nature
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Relationship




Class 3

» Principle 4 - Inability: Recognizing what you are
unable to do is essential to good parenting

» Principle 8 - Authority : One of the foundational
heart issues in the life of every child is authority.
Teaching and modeling the protective beauty of
authority is one of the foundations of good
parenting.




Controlling Children’s Behavior

» What are the most often used tools?
» Fear / threat
» Reward
» Shame




What are the Limitations of Using Threats,
Reward, Shame to Control Behavior?

» We can’t carry through

» Children no longer fear
» Do it behind your back

» Temporary compliance

» Ever-increasing rewards
» Children no longer care
» No heart change




What are the Negative Impacts of Using
Threats, Reward, Shame to Control Behavior?

» Long term negative legacy between parents and
children

» Negative image
» Good behavior for sale




Principle 4: Inability - Recognizing what you a
unable to do is essential to good parenting

» You have no power whatsoever to change your child. God
has given you authority for the work of change, but has
not granted you the power to make the change happen.

» What is the “work of change”?

» Learning what is right

» Acknowledging what is right

» Confessing you have been wrong
» Committed to a new way of living

» Seeking the help you need to do it




Principle 4: Inability - Recognizing what you a
unable to do is essential to good parenting

» Danger of believing you have the power to change

» Participate in the “work of change” and rest in the power
and grace of God




Principle 8: Authority - One of the foundational heart issues in
the life of every child is authority. Teaching and modeling the
protective beauty of authority is one of the foundations of good
parenting.

» Ephesians 6:4 “Fathers, do not provoke your children to
anger; instead, but bring them up in the discipline and
instruction of the Lord.”
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» What does “discipline” mean?

» How do we “bring them up in the discipline and
instruction of the Lord”?




Principle 8: Authority

» Discipline as an ambassador of the Lord

» Not abusive, angry, impatient, or selfish
» Respect and love

» Valued and important

» Discipline with clear instructions of the Lord

» What we expect them to do
» Why they should do what we tell them to do
» Why they do what they do

» Establish authority early in little things
» Exercise consistent authority
» Exercise discipline of the Lord




Class 4

» Principle 10: Character - Not all of the wrong your children
do is a direct rebellion to authority; much of the wrong is
the result of a lack of character

» Principle 11: False gods - you are parenting a worshiper, so
it’s important to remember that what rules your child’s
heart will control his behavior

» Principle 14: Mercy - No parent gives mercy better than one
who is convinced that he desperately needs it himself

» Principle 6: Process - You must be committed as a parent to
long-view parenting because change is a process and not an
event. You are called to a life-long process




Principle 10: Character - Not all of the
wrong your children do is a direct rebellion
to authority; much of the wrong is the
result of a lack of character

» What are the typical character issues we encounter in
our children?

» Lack of courage, lack of temperance, lazy, favoritisms,
lack of self-control, lack motivation, strong willed,
selfish, ...

» Character issues are a result of worship issues




Romans 1:25, 28-32

» 25 They exchanged the truth about God for a lie, and worshipe
served created things rather than the Creator—who is forever
praised. Amen.

» 28 Furthermore, just as they did not think it worthwhile to retai
knowledge of God, so God gave them over to a depraved mind, so
that they do what ought not to be done. 2° They have become filled
with every kind of wickedness, evil, greed and depravity. They a
full of envy, murder, strife, deceit and malice.
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Romans 1:25, 28-32

» They are gossips, 30 slanderers, God-haters, insolent,
arrogant and boastful; they invent ways of doing evil; they
disobey their parents; 31 they have no understanding, no
fidelity, no love, no mercy. 3% Although they know God’s
righteous decree that those who do such things deserve
death, they not only continue to do these very things but
also approve of those who practice them.
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Character Management => Worship

Realighment

» Worship realignment: worshiping the creator instead of the
creation

» Three questions:
1. Why do my children do the things they do?

2. How can change take place in my children’s hearts and
lives? - not just control behavior

3. How can | be a tool of change in the hearts and lives of
my children?
a) Committed to be an “instrument of seeing”

b) Lead children to confession




Principle 14: Mercy - No parent gives mercy
better than one who is convinced that he

desperately needs it himself

» Your primary calling as a parent is not first to represent God’s judgment, but
rather to constantly deliver His mercy




Mercy is not ...

» Wishy washy

» Letting down standard

» Bad things are ok

» Abandon discipline and correction

» Let children decide what they are not mature
enough to decide

» Always saying yes and never saying no




Mercy 1s ...

Parenting with a tender heart

Not taking your children’s failures
personally, but with compassion

Patience

Just as careful to encourage as to
rebuke

» Kind discipline and gentle correction

» Firm and unyielding and loving at
the same time

» Refuse to indulge our own irritation
and anger

» Don’t condemn with a barrage of
harsh words

Don’t compare your righteousness to
your children’s sin

Not allowing our heart to grow bitter
or cold

Always ready to forgive, not making
children pay for sins of yesterday

Love even when they don’t deserve
love

Willing to do thing again and again
without throwing it at their faces

Refusing to motivate your children
by shame and threat

Tempering every action, reaction,
and response with tenderness,
understanding, compassion, and lov



What We Went Through

» Class 1

» Introduction - Owner parenting vs. ambassador parenting
» Class 2

» Principle 1 - Calling
» Class 3

» Principle 4 - Inability
» Principle 8 - Authority
» Class 4
» Principle 10 - Character
» Principle 11 - False Gods
» Class 5
» Summary

» Principle 13 - Rest




Class 1 - Who are we as a Parent?

» Owners vs. Ambassadors

» Owner parents: motivated by what parents want for their
children and from their children

» Ambassador parents: faithfully represent the One who
sent us

» Psalm 127:3-4 Children are a heritage from the Lord,
offspring a reward from him. Like arrows in the hands of a
warrior are children born in one’s youth.
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Class 1 - Characteristics of Owner vs.
Ambassador Parents

1. ldentity: where do we get our identity, meaning,
purpose, and well-being?

2. Reputation: trophy children vs. glorifying God
3. Work: relying on ourselves vs. relying on God

4. Success: measure with what we have produced
vs. what you have done




Class 2 - Calling: Central Task of a
Parent

» Used by God to create in our children:
» God-consciousness: Verse 20 “When your son asks you ...”
» God-submission: Verse 7 “Impress them on your children ...”




Class 2 - Deut. B2 @5 5C 6:7-9, 20-23

» 7Impress them on your children. Talk about them when
you sit at home and when you walk along the road, when
you lie down and when you get up.

» 20|n the future, when your son asks you, “What is the
meaning of the stipulations, decrees and laws
the LorD our God has commanded you?” 21 tell him ...
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Class 2 - How do we communicate with
our children?

» Really Listen. Most of us do more talking than listening.
» Come Alongside Your Children.

» Don't Give Unwanted Advice.

» Check Your Tone And Body Language.

» Be Real.

» It's Not About You.




Class 3 - Inability - Recognizing what you a
unable to do is essential to good parenting

» You have no power whatsoever to change your child. God
has given you authority for the work of change, but has
not granted you the power to make the change happen.

» What is the “work of change”?

» Learning what is right

» Acknowledging what is right

» Confessing you have been wrong
» Committed to a new way of living

» Seeking the help you need to do it




Class 3 - Authority

» Ephesians 6:4 “Fathers, do not provoke your children to anger; instead, bu
bring them up in the discipline and instruction of the Lord.”
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» Discipline as an ambassador of the Lord

» Not abusive, angry, impatient, or selfish

» Respect and love
» Valued and important

» Discipline with clear instructions of the Lord

» What we expect them to do
» Why they should do what we tell them to do
» Why they do what they do

» Establish authority early in little things
Exercise consistent authority
» Exercise discipline of the Lord
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Class 4 - Character and False Gods: Character
Management => Worship Realignment

» Worship realignment: worshiping the creator instead of the
creation

» Three questions:
1. Why do my children do the things they do?

2. How can change take place in my children’s hearts and
lives? - not just control behavior

3. How can | be a tool of change in the hearts and lives of
my children?
a) Committed to be an “instrument of seeing”

b) Lead children to confession



Class 4 - Romans 1:25, 28-32

» 25 They exchanged the truth about God for a lie, and worshipe
served created things rather than the Creator—who is forever
praised. Amen.

» 28 Furthermore, just as they did not think it worthwhile to retai
knowledge of God, so God gave them over to a depraved mind, so
that they do what ought not to be done. 2° They have become filled
with every kind of wickedness, evil, greed and depravity. They a
full of envy, murder, strife, deceit and malice.
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Class 4 - Mercy

» Your primary calling as a parent is not first to represent God’s judgment, but

rather to constantly deliver His mercy

Mercy is not ...

» Wishy washy

» Letting down standard

» Bad things are ok

» Abandon discipline and correction

» Let children decide what they are not mature enough
to decide

» Always saying yes and never saying no

Mercy is ...

>
>

Parenting with a tender heart

Not taking your children’s failures
personally, but with compassion

» Patience

» Just as careful to encourage as to

rebuke
Kind discipline and gentle correction

Firm and unyielding and loving at
the same time

Refuse to indulge our own irritation
and anger

Don’t condemn with a barrage of
harsh words

Mercy is ...

>

>

Don’t compare your righteousness to
your children’s sin

Not allowing our heart to grow bitter
or cold

Always ready to forgive, not making
children pay for sins of yesterday

Love even when they don’t deserve
love

Willing to do thing again and again
without throwing it at their faces

Refusing to motivate your children
by shame and threat

Tempering every action, reaction,
and response with tenderness,
understanding, compassion, and love



Principle 13: Rest - It is only rest in God’s presence and
grace that will make you a joyful and patient parent

» Remember the One who sent us, and in remembering,
teach our heart to rest

» What is resting in God?




Matthew 55 X 18 & 28:18-20

>

8 Then Jesus came to them and said, “All authority in heaven and on
earth has been given to me. 1° Therefore go and make disciples of all
nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father and of the Son and
of the Holy Spirit, 20 and teaching them to obey everything | have
commanded you. And surely | am with you always, to the very end of
the age.”

BHIERERI 2R - WM R « R LM NP ERNEME B 4B
=2

WM MPEE EEEFEBNMAE =K F - B
el R S K (i 7 T

N FFrIDMRMAY - BAINMMPET - Hm s E R
B BEIHEHROKR T -



Practical Implications of our Rest in God

» You are not left to your limited resources

» Past grace, present grace, future grace
» You will not be punished for your failure
» You are welcomed by grace to new beginning
» God blesses you with the right here, right now wisdom of His word

» You do not have to load the burden of your children’s welfare on
your shoulders every morning. God will never close His ears to
your cries for help

» Weakness is not a curse; it’s a blessing
» Success is about faithfulness, not results




Principle 6: Process - You must be committed
as a parent to long-view parenting because
change is a process and not an event

» Parenting is not a series of events, but a lifelong process
» Unrealistic expectations lead to frustration

» Why is parenting a process?
» Children are blind to their sins. They think they are ok.
» They are blind to their blindness.
» Parents are blind too.




Principle 6 - Process

» Parenting with a process mentality
» Parenting as one unending conversation
» Parenting with a project mentality




What Now?

»Q&A

» What is the one best parenting tip you have
learned?

» What prayer requests do you have?




