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Foreword

Today’s sermon will be theological, controversial & difficult

It is important to preach on this subject because many
believers struggle with the assurance of their salvation.

Some are not sure if they are saved or not. Others fear they
may have lost their salvation due to failure in their Christian life.

To make matters worse, there are different theological views
and Biblical interpretations regarding this subject. Many
Christians don’t know who to believe.

The word “theology” comes from two Greek words, Theos
(“God #”) and Logos (“Word Z8”). For those who want to
know God, the study of theology is indispensable.

A correct theology gives us a correct view of God and a correct
understanding of His plan and will for our Christian life.

Since today’s message may be difficult, | pray that listeners will
pay close attentions and | pray that everyone can understand
today’s message. Anyone who has difficulty understanding it,
may read the sermon script again afterward.



Foreword

In the course of preparing this sermon, | came to realize this
subject matter is more involved than | thought and cannot be
adequately addressed in one sermon.

So, | am dividing this subject into two sermons.
In the flrst part, | will address the security of our salvation

R E i E.

Namely, Can a Christian loose his salvation?
Or, put it another way, Is “once saved, always saved” true or
false.

In the second part, | will deal with how a believer can be sure
he has been saved?

| believe God prepared me ahead 3 weeks ago to preach on
today’s difficult subject through a preaching fellowship meeting
led by Rev. Johann Lai #3573 460 (ESERP /10 SAGOS BER )
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Should Controversial, [EEEsE LEE

Theological Topics be Preached ? {3 | E = :%tiﬂ’jl;- H7?
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A Controversial Subject — (& B £ ;

One of the most potentially divisive debates in the history of the
church centers around the opposing doctrines of salvation known as
Calvinism (I3 E ) and Arminianism (ER&E&H).

Calvinism is based on the theological beliefs and teaching of John
Calvin (#9983 INF3Z), a leader of the Reformation.

Arminianism is based on the views of a Dutch theologian Jacobus

Arminius (JE& BBE=).

Jacobus Arminius
(1560 - 1609)

John Calvin
(1509 - 1564)




Calvinism vs Arminianism JIfiX & B RS &

There are five main points in Calvinism, abbreviated by the acronym
TULIP (IIAXEZELEEER - EXHER S TULIP EEFE)

Total depravity of man, ANBZAEER (GEESERBRBILD -3 2:1)

Unconditional election, HEEAAYRE (F: = - BUF 289:10-21)

Limited atonement, EREMNNE (B X8G5 ERVKEE)
(Christ died only for the elect EE XS #RERIMAE )

Irresistible grace, AoinBENEE (Bl Rz - R T B8

Perseverance of the saints. BBEEZRERT (—RERK - KESBH)

Arminianism takes exactly the opposite views of Calvinism. Its five
main points are abbreviated by the acronym PEARL (EEEZE&thA
h{EZEE - EXMES S PEARL i23K)

Prevenient (preceding) grace of God #f#5c{ThHY Z B2

Election per free will of man, HHEEEREIMABHETHERE
Atonement for all mankind, HEESWBE AHEME
Resistible to God’s grace of salvation A o] LA 16 #8 f iE a0 = 82

| Liable to loss of salvation. AT IS RERERE |

The last points in Calvinism & Arminianism concern the security of
our salvation and is the subject matter of today’s sermon



Calvinism vs Arminianism jfx % Bl IR+ &

Basically Calvinism is a theocentric theology (#Z4~ E = MHE2) while
Arminianism is a humanistic & anthropocentric theology (AZE &R H£2).
Calvinism centers on the supreme sovereignty of God and His
predestination of man’s salvation. Arminianism takes an opposite

view; it centers on the free will of man and God’s foreknowledge,( i.e.
God makes His decisions and acts (passively) based on man’s free will)

Beneath these beliefs lay a different view of the God/man relationship.

Calvinism sees a cause-and-effect relationship. God sovereignly decides
who would be saved and causes things to work out for the salvation of
His “elect” so as to fulfill His “decree ” (BXZ#AYEE 5)

Arminianism sees God working with man in an “influence-and-response
relationship”. God respects man’s free will and influence him to respond
to His salvation call, but the choice is totally up to man’s free will.

Therefore God is not sovereign.

Calvinism’s cause-and-effect relationship between God & man is clearly

laid out in Romans 8:28 :

“And we know that God causes all things to work together for good

to those who love God, to those who are called according to His
urpose.” (NASB) Fxftn N8 - tH{EEFEHHT] - EEHMIZ S

SEeMENATRE - (PXERNEEER)




How Romans 8 Turned RE=Z&)\Sil—EGRZS

An Arminian to Calvinist THEZNEBANMTFNXEEE

On the Gospel Coalition ({8 & it &) website, There is a good article
where the writer explains how he turned from an Arminian to a
Calvinist after understanding the passage on Romans 8:28-30.

Original English article: How Romans 8 Made Me a Calvinist € link

PR E: 2EFEEEE M ZE AR I XISTE < Eis

Romans 8 22 And we know that in all things God works for the
good of those who love him, who have been called according to
His purpose. %° For those God foreknew He also predestined to be
conformed to the likeness of His Son, that He might be the
firstborn among many brothers. 3° And those He predestined, He
also called; those He called, He also justified; those He justified,
He also glorified.

RESE)\E 2-RMBSESHEANS - WBBMASSE -
MRS ERAMA - 2 AANBEMAENA - MBEER
A5 TSR FEFZ RN TEET - X BEAMET
MAX B - FREARMA - XEHFRE - FAESE0A -
Nt FS EE -



https://www.thegospelcoalition.org/article/romans-8-made-calvinist/
https://www.tgcchinese.org/article/romans-8-made-calvinist

THE GOLDEN CHAIN
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ROMANS 8:28-30
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Theologians call Romans 8:28-30 the Five Links in the
Golden Chain of Redemption (¥ i& £ #& #Y 7 IR)

Are regeneration and sanctification missing links in
this golden chain ?

No, they are not missing. In this golden chain,
regeneration is embedded with calling and
sanctification embedded with justification.




THE GOLDEN CHAIN
OF REDEMPTION

ROMANS 8:28-30
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od, the person becomes alive

(i.e. regenerated) instantly. Lazarus’ resurrection is an example.
When Jesus called Lazarus, he rose from the dead & became
alive. Jesus said: “I tell you the truth, a time is coming and has
now come when the dead will hear the voice of the Son of God
and those who hear will live. REEEEN SRR, BFEEE, ]

TEMET. FEARER

EFHNEE. BERNAFEET (John #5:25)



THE GOLDEN CHAIN
OF REDEMPTION

ROMANS 8:28-30
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The Five Links in the Golden Chain of Redemption

W EE &M AR

5 groups of people are mentioned in Romans 8:29-30:

They are those foreknew, predestined, called, justified and glorified
These 2 verses also tell us:

Those who God foreknew (A) are also predestined (B) and
Those who God predestined (B) are also called (C) and
Those who God called (C) are also justified (D) and
Those who God justified (D) are also glorified (E)

So we are dealing with exactly the same people in all the 5
groups, i.e. A=B=C=D=E

That means God ensures those in the group (the elect) will all go
thru the entire salvation process (from foreknew to glorified).
Whatever God decrees, He always accomplishes # 6 €42 Z L Z

That means salvation in Jesus Christ is eternally secure.

Please also notice the verbs used here : foreknew, predestined,
called, justified & glorified are in past perfect tense (:BXE5 ).
In other words, they have been done. Even though we have not
reached the end yet, but God has guaranteed the end result for us.




Biblical Basis for Calvinist’s View in Election & Predestination

MBAXEZEHRENMBFENEZLRIE

For He chose us in Him before the creation of the world to be holy and
blameless in His sight. FAABIII tH5R AT - MERBEERE F &M - ERARZE -
EHEBIKASER - AR © Eph. 38 1:4 (It was God’s choice, not man’s)

You did not choose me, but | chose you R2{RFIRET K - SFEHTET (R
John #J15:16 (Jesus said we did not choose Him, He chose us)

In love He predestined us to be adopted as His sons through Jesus Christ, in
accordance with His pleasure and will. And He made known to us the mystery of
His will according to His good pleasure, which He purposed in Christ.
HMNIZEZECEEMERN MERMEZFNHEESH FINRS  r tREBcCEEE
BRETZHNER - ERMAMEMSENER - Eph. 3 15,9

(We are chosen in accordance with God’s pleasure and will, not according to
our free will and what we like)

In Him we were also chosen, having been predestined according to the plan of
Him who works out everything in conformity with the purpose of His will, in
order that we, who were the first to hope in Christ, might be for the praise of His
glory BB’EEB C e R FETEIMITESH - WEMFALAZHN -  BERMEEEES
HE. . .BEHEMNEEEEEELAMENA - E/AVERIESZEESE - Eph. 76 1:11,12
(We are chosen and predestined according to God’s will and plan for His glory,
not according to ours and for ourselves )
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Is ArminianismaHeresy? TR X2 ERKIIE ?
In this Q&A session, Pastor John MacArthur gave a very

fair and accurate assessment of Arminianism

Is Arminia

nism a Heresy ?
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MacArthur)

Length : 6 minutes 56 seconds

IREE https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=9yYzQoZ_e6w&t=5s English + P F &

English video extracted from an hour long video (between 10:53 - 17:55 from start)

https://www.youtube.

com/watch?v=3xetkHvadJO&t=1141s



Security of Salvation M E R E

As mentioned earlier, Calvinist and Arminian have different views of salvation.
One of them regards the security of salvation.

The 5t Point of Calvinism BHWYE%%ﬂ%ﬁ says:
Perseverance of the saints. Z2FEZFERT (—REBFW - XKEFK)

The 5. Point of Arminianism S0 255 A #h says:
Liable to loss of salvation. ATILLE TQ1§9€£TQM

It is not surprising Arminian believe salvation can be lost. since they believe
salvation depends on man’s free will. So it is up to man to keep his faith and
salvation. If he cannot do it, salvation can be lost.

Please don’t count on using your free will to make a decision for your
salvation because the first human beings (Adam and Eve) use their free will
and choose to believe Satan’s word instead of God’s, fell into sin and pull the
whole human race into damnation.

Calvinist, on the other hand believes God made the decision for man’s
salvation. Since God is sovereign ,almighty and faithful, He ensures salvation
will be safeguarded by His power for His elect.

This doctrine is called: ”Perseverance of the Saints” (%ﬁﬂ’lﬁu) or some
people prefer to call it “Preservation of the Saints” (EEfEF{R=TF)




The Danger of Arminianism fIESEEZENRE

TRJVRMEBRRZRMET - TAZEE PRI LT C:I‘]':7Fzs EEEA
B8 - AEWEEHENEE - DEBTEEZEHE - Ziﬁ'éi?*ﬁE’JF‘ﬂ
The God presented in Arminian theology is not the God revealed in the Bible. This is not

a question of tolerance and intolerance of different theological viewpoints, but a
question of sticking to Biblical truths and not giving in.

DRIBIKERBEBZFALUEENE - MEERECEEEHMBIERE - (£S5
ERZEE "1 TQJ BT RE . ZEFL - SFEEBCAMA - (EMEBAIEE
VT EJ:==FEU¥”E’J|113J:% MRS - RIELT "

The reason why Arminianism is harmful is because it doesn’t give believers assurance
of salvation, causing them to struggle and unable to establish their identities in Christ;
unable to function as a member of the church and unable to glorify God.

"DEHED  IEE—FER " —RBR - KETRH Z*EE’\JFnﬁEEK#_%E%-"
RSURITIREBRFAMRHAFSHEMERE]R -

At one time there was a great argument within the Chinese churches over the issue of “once
saved, always saved”. Today Arminianism floods and erodes many churches and seminaries.

"HEIPEHEHBE LNEEEEZ—  EREMRHELLAEE - IRENE
HE A FENRE - MRAEFEEEEEENRR - BEARKRA - 7HES”
(%5:11-13;6:1-2) -

One big problem with Chinese churches today is its uncertainty in the doctrine of soteriology.
So the church get stuck in elementary doctrines & unable to proceed to maturity (Heb. 5 & 6)

A NERNBHEBRAAER ¢ EE

* Source: 5 Important Doctrines in Reformed Soteriology



https://www.getit01.com/p201806183148666/

Biblical Basis for BD GF =

Preservation of the Saints By BE Z& 1R 1=

Perseverance of the saints is the name that is used to summarize what
the Bible teaches about the eternal security of the believer. It answers
the question, “Once a person is saved, can he lose his salvation?”

This wonderful truth is seen in Ephesians 1:13-14, where we see that
believers are “sealed with the Holy Spirit of promise, who is the
guarantee of our inheritance.

When we are born again, we receive the promised indwelling presence
of the Holy Spirit that is God’s guarantee.

In order for us to lose our salvation after receiving the promised Holy
Spirit, God would have to break His promise or renege on His guarantee
which He cannot do. Therefore, the believer is eternally secure because
God is eternally faithful.

Romans 8:28-39 tells us that

1) No one can bring a charge against God’s elect;

2) Nothing can separate the elect from the love of Christ;

3) God makes everything work together for the good of the elect; and
4) All whom God saves will be glorified.

We will now hear Rev. Stephen Tong answer the question “Is it possible
for a born again Christian to perish? —AE4SHMNEBRESRZIE ? 7 .



Can a Born Again Christian Perlsh ? Rev Stephen Tong
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Video in Chinese only
No English

ngth : 4 minutes 3 seconds
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https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=WOHDN28gKGY&t=251s

Our second video is on Calvinism’s Perseverance of the Saints. This video
|s a theolol class taught by noted reformed theologian R.C. Sproul tt&E
2R B EFHE. The length of the video is 16 minutes.

Th|s video comes in English and Chinese versions. We don’t have
enough time to show them both. So we will split into 2 sections.

>
The host will create a breakout room for the English congregation.

They will watch the English video there separately.

Join Room 17

e Bl - T

o /

English congregation please click [fn
| Broadcast Message to All |

English congregation please leave the breakout room at the end of the
video and return to the main room for the rest of the program

Move your mouse & a menu bar will rise up from the bottom.
Then click on the menu bar

Then click =8

Leawve Room

>
Chinese congregation don’t need to do anything; just remain in the
main room to watch the Chinese video
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Preservation of the Saints

R. C. Sproul

AR E
video length :

15 minutes
. 51 seconds

Englishivideo’ I|nk https //www youtub'e'com/watch’-’v—CK -QdE64yng

ch3Z R SR 4L https.//www.youtuble'.com'/watch?v-Z12HAvayeuI&tI514s




Does Hebrews 6:4-8 Say Salvation Can be Lost?

FRAREANFZLGEH EEHMEERE?

There is really very little scriptural basis that can be used to argue against
the eternal security of the believers. While there are a few verses that, if

not considered in their context, might give the impression that one could
“fall from grace” or lose his salvation. But when these verses are carefully
considered in its context it is clear that is not the case.

Hebrews 6: 4-8 is one of those text that appear to suggest salvation
can be lost. This passage is among the most difficult and controversial
ones in the Bible. The text is used by Arminian as their best argument
that salvation can be lost.

Hebrews 6:% It is impossible for those who have once been
enlightened, who have tasted the heavenly gift, who have shared in
the Holy Spirit, ®> who have tasted the goodness of the word of God
and the powers of the coming age, ° if they fall away, to be brought
back to repentance, because to their loss they are cruufymg the Son of
God all over again and subjecting him to public disgrace. 7 Land that
drinks in the rain often falling on it and that produces a crop useful to
those for whom it is farmed receives the blessing of God. 8 But land
that produces thorns and thistles is worthless and is in danger of being
cursed. In the end it will be burned.



Does Hebrews 6:4-8 Teach Salygtjon Can be Lost?
HERSZBNE4-8HIEEHERNBEOKE?

FARS6E MEMLEDLES THE - BBRXBENEK - NREBAS - ° 1
EBMEEAELE - BIEREREEMA - " E2MIFEIP - B RAEIU P H
85T - AAMPE M5 7S +722 - BREANEEM - 7 san—s MM -
BUBER MK - ERZFSTHENAR - MHSERE - S ERAMAE
3 WIREEE IR BRMERE -

This passage WARNS about the dangers of falling away from faith for those

who: 1) have once been enlightened S S EN P
2) who have tasted the heavenly gift SR X B A9
3) have shared in the Holy Spirit NREZEFN

4) have tasted the goodness of the word of God E3B =387 IK
5) have tasted the powers of the age to come E1ERILHERE

Many reader of the Bible think these descriptions point to genuine
Christians; but | have yet to find one Bible commentator | can trust
who see this passage definitively point to born again Christians.

In fact Judas Iscariot who betrayed Jesus fits all the descriptions in
Heb. 6:4-8, and he was never a true convert & follower of Christ.
Jesus called Judas son of destruction WT-2ZF (John %3 17:12).

Below are a few good articles | found on Hebrews 6: 4-8 for your reference:
E$ r;-.kﬁlgu.\ 5§§ ? - *E ((?ﬁTEIW%)) /\EIE?:}\ED < E ﬁ Hebrews 6: 4-8 Does not
Commentary on Hebrews Chapter 6 by Ray Stedman € link definitively point to

Hebrews 6 and the Loss of Salvation € link born again Christians
Does Hebrews 6:4-6 mean we can lose our salvation? € link



https://blog.xuite.net/linchaosuh/twblog/153670116
https://www.raystedman.org/hebrews2/heb2comm1.html#anchor83056
https://www.gty.org/library/questions/QA198/hebrews-6-and-the-loss-of-salvation
https://www.gotquestions.org/Hebrews-6.html

Loss of Salvation or Unsaved ?
KEMBAN S @ K F K ?
We all know someone who at one time expressed faith in Christ and who

might have appeared to be a genuine Christian but later departed from the
faith and now wants to have nothing to do with Christ or His church.

We saw many teenagers made profession of faith and got baptized in
church. But after they go to college or after they graduated they stop going
to church entirely. They may even deny the very existence of God.

For those who do not want to accept what the Bible says about the security
of the believer, this is a proof that the doctrine of eternal security cannot be
right.

However, the Bible indicates otherwise, it teaches that people who profess

Christ as Savior at one time only to walk away later and deny Christ were
never truly saved in the first place.

As Reformed Theology says (regarding genuine saving faith): “If you have it,
you will never lose it. If you lose it, you never had it —B A - FikAEkE
- BRRE - MEBIAKRSER"
Or as 1 John YIEHE=E 2:19 says, “They went out from us, but they were not
of us; for if they had been of us, they would have remained with us; but
they went out from us, in order that it might be made manifest that they
are not truly of us. ftifIEHEMPIPELE - AIAEEFKMBY - EE2EFKMEY -
mANEEREMREE - ML E - BIREAZRER M -7




How A Famous Evangelist Fell Into Unbelief

—EBEE2HMEBEFXRODMOUEAALRIE

In the 1940s, Charles Templeton was a very popular evangelist. He was a
major leader in evangelism for Youth for Christ M R ERE together
with Billy Graham.
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How A Famous Evangelist Fell Into Unbelief

—EBEE2HMEBEFXRODMOUEAALRIE

Templeton had many talents and was very
successful in many different careers during
his lifetime.

At age 21 he professed his Christian faith and
without any seminary training he became an
evangelist the same year. His talent and
charm earned him instant success. In just a
few years he became a much sought-after
world renowned evangelist.

But Templeton didn’t have a solid foundation
in his faith. His faith was basically intellectual
in nature. He had doubts about the creation
account and other Bible stories like the ark
and the flood in the book of Genesis.

In the late 1940s Templeton took a break from evangelism and entered a
liberal seminary which instead of strengthening and building up his faith,
actually weakened it and cast more doubts in his mind about the Bible.

In 1957 Templeton declared himself an agnostic and quitted evangelism
for good two years later.



How A Famous Evangelist Fell Into Unbelief

— B & & 8 X W 0 4
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In 1996, Templeton wrote his

e TO GOD

%IJ T ! ?$ My reasons for

Templeton died in 2001 from [ejeciing rlu'
Alzheimer's disease Christian faith

Templeton’s faith was only an intellectual
assent; he did not have genuine saving

faith that comes from regeneration by
the Holy Spirit.

“If he had it, he would never lose it. Since
he lose it, it shows he never had it”
References £EE&H :

The slippery slide to unbelief - A famous evangelist
goes from hope to hopelessness < link

Charles Templeton (from Wikipedia) € link

Charles Templeton: Missing Jesus < link

Charles Tén’{pleton



https://www.thegospelcoalition.org/blogs/justin-taylor/charles-templeton-missing-jesus/
https://creation.com/the-slippery-slide-to-unbelief-a-famous-evangelist-goes-from-hope-to-hopelessness
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Charles_Templeton

Salvation with Triple Guarantee
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My Father, who has given

them to me, is greater than ]
all; no one can snatch them : HO4Q
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Salvation Firmly Anchored on the Rock

W B EEMEEES A L

After giving a serious warning to the readers in Hebrews 6: 4-8,
the writer of Hebrews seek to assure and encourage his readers with
hope and promise in Jesus Christ. This appears in Hebrews 6: 17 — 20:

Hebrews 6:17 Because God wanted to make the unchanging nature of
his purpose very clear to the heirs of what was promised, He
confirmed it with an oath. 18 God did this so that, by two
unchangeable things in which it is impossible for God to lie, we who
have fled to take hold of the hope offered to us may be greatly
encouraged. 12 We have this hope as an anchor for the soul, firm and
secure. It enters the inner sanctuary behind the curtain, 2° 0 \Wwhere
Jesus, who went before us, has entered on our behalf. He has become
a high priest forever, in the order of Melchizedek.
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Compatibility of Warning and Assurance of Salvation
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It may seem confusing why Hebrews 6 assures us of our salvation but also
gives us serious warning on the loss of salvation on the same chapter.

The shipwreck story in Acts 27 tells us God’s assurances are compatible
with His warnings.

In Acts 27, Paul & 275 other people were on a ship which got caught in a
violent storm for 14 days. With the exception of Paul, everyone had given
up hope for survival. But God appeared to Paul and assured him everyone
would survive (Acts 27:22-25)

However, some sailors had no confidence in Paul’s assurance and tried to
escape the ship by lifeboats. Whereby Paul warned the centurion on the
ship, "Unless these men stay with the ship, you cannot be saved."

So the soldiers prevented the sailors from escape and eventually
everyone on the ship survived just as God promised Paul.

Why would Paul warn the centurion about the dire consequence of the
sailor’s escape if God had promised everyone would survive the storm?

Paul’s reasoning was: the warning was the very means by which the
promise was secured. The promise did not come to pass apart from the
warning but through it.

The same applies to the promises and warnings in the Bible regarding
our salvation. It is by means of taking the warnings seriously that the
promise of our salvation is secured.
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https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=1snJ8xirfYw
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=XCGDhVJ82D8
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