The Purpose of God’s Creation & Our Existence
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:Cc Genesis 1: 26, 27

26 tHER, FFIRREZRFIEER. HERFIIEE
A, EffiSEsENA. FPNE. LS.
i, AL FRRTERY—TlEE:.

27 HHIBREFECHEIREA. TDEREHAIIEIRIES
15X,

26 Then God said, "Let us make man in our
image, in our likeness, and let them rule
over the fish of the sea and the birds of
the air, over the livestock, over all the
earth, and over all the creatures that
move along the ground.“

27 So God created man in His own image,
in the image of God He created him;
male and female He created them.



Isaiah 43:7

7 REREAETHA. ERAECHRERISH.
EFPERG. PMSERY

7 Everyone who is called by My name,
Whom | have created for My glory;
1 have formed him, yes, | have made him."
(NKJV)



I 3 Bf & Ephesians 1:11,12

11 BfIBEERS 7 E2E, EREMUECSITESR
£, REHWSSFRFRER .

12 MipRpvsRigE. ERMEaEESERENA.
A LASE TR,

11 In Him we have obtained an inheritance,
having been predestined according to the
plan of Him who works out everything in
conformity with the purpose of His will,

12 in order that we, who were the first to
hope in Christ, might be for the praise of
His glory.



A 3 P & Ephesians 1:17,18

17 BREFIEEPHFESZAIEH, KRR, HPBASESE
FEURAIE. SRR, ERPIREH.

18 I BHAREBIRFICRRYARES. (E{RFIAIBHIINE S B
FieE. EEEPSHER. BUSFSENFRIE.

17 | keep asking that the God of our Lord
Jesus Christ, the glorious Father, may
give you the Spirit of wisdom and
revelation, so that you may come to full
knowledge of Him.

18 | pray also that the eyes of your heart
may be enlightened in order that you may
know the hope to which He has called
you, the riches of His glorious inheritance
in the saints
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S Introduction

Two months ago | preached on Psalm 19.
It touched on the subject of God’s general
revelation and His creation work.

MEAR, BT 5RE19%. ERERHIEERZFI

ISR THE.

Since then the subject of God’s creation has
occupied my mind leading up to today’s
sermon.

%?EH#’@, HRBE—BEEEEERNRE, EERESK

I did a lot of research on this subject and God
provided me with excellent resources.

HhEEIE=ERM 7 RS, HERERESEH.




S Introduction

Today’s sermon is on what is the purpose of
God’s creation and our existence. _
This is a very important and profound question.

SKRAREEHEEHERHIFEFIFERBRNZETE.
EE—EHERE EEFFZIRIRRE
From the scriptures we read this mornin?‘; most

of you probably already know God did it Tfor His
glory and this answer is correct.

EFEFIRESFIRNEN R, XSHATEEESHIIBNEIERE
THIRISRIE, I=iE.

But the real meaning of this simple answer is
much deeper than it seems.

(HEERESRNEIESHLLEREREFRAGEE.

You may have wondered if perhaps God was
lonely and bored before the creation, so He
decided to design and make a co_mpl’icatgq and
meaningful system to show off His creativity
and intelligence and to amuse Himself.




S Introduction
SRS EBMHEAIE 2R A2REIMEEN, FRLARERRS

ﬂgﬁiiﬁ—ﬂﬂ?ﬁﬁfﬁﬁ B RGRIZIEAAlE DI E S RS

You may also have wondered if God was lacking
any glory so He needs to make creatures to
raise Himself and glorify Himself. {RujgithigiBs
=RV TR, FRLtSEEXZIS YRR EFIESE .,
The answer to these questions is an
emphatically NO. EiHENERSERE.
God is not alone, He is not bored because God is
a triune Goglan_d’ wﬂl:lml the Gﬁﬁlﬁ;e}ags %ﬁeaevl?yp
immeasurable joy and love. AINEE,
tR=(U—fErH, E=(ELHEP7TTim S EE ‘géﬂ]%%o
And God does not need to create creatures to
give Him additional praise and glory because His
name El Shaddai implies He is an all-sufficient
God Il A FERAZISYINMERIRIEGSR, EAitRNEF
El Shaddai SigtEiR—( 2. 2ERIMH.,




S Introduction

So what was God’s purpose in creating the worlid
and mankind? FPE#HEISHRMAERESETEBRONR?

We need experts who who have sharp minds,
who understand the Bible well, who know God
well to give us a satisfactory answer. E{iF=255]
oAl IEEIPAESE, HIEZAHNSEREEM—(ERSRISE.

In this regard | am not qualify to speak on this
subject, so 1 won’t be talking too much today.

FEELE, BBSRESEREES, FRILERAEREAS.

But God does not disappoint us and He has
provided us extremeléaualified people to preach
on this subject. Bl E:RkMIRXE, MERRE FAEBEER
i ERAETFIRILESE.

So my role today will be a moderator and
commentator. FILIBSKIIABRE—EEXIFAFFRE.




B EZiE+ Dr. R. C.Sproul

Our first speaker is Dr. R. C. Sproul (1939 - 2017)

SANFE—FERBLSEEED / 81 (1939 - 2017)

R. C. Sproul was an American Reformed

theologian and ordained pastor in the

Presby%erian Church in America. He was the

founder and chairman of Ligonier Ministries

P PEEETE—(EEIIE

*=(ERIE)HER, HEXE
RETHIET. e WEfe

MR LIRS AFIERE

R. C. Sproul was a

gifted teacher and

sought after sneaker
@

who brought the Bible
alive to his audience

SBEZEIETRE—(VAXIH
SUERIET, (hERIBEER
i EENtE RIS AREER .




MRELTZF %I From Dust to Glory
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CEELTRIER2—EBEAERPE BEZE The Image of God in Man: Dust to

7
AE

& i 1 Glory R.C.Sproul Link el

We will watch a 15-minute summary video from
an original 23-minute message by Dr. Sproul

VAT 155 =R R HE SR S 2123 5 iEmE a2k

The video comes in both English and Chinese
versions. {RIEFEM. TR,

Due to limited time, | can only play the Chinese
version, but the English version has been sent to

the congregation who do not understand
Chinese HINISHAIR, FRBMAIGR, RIMREERLGE

AEPXRER S



https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=oVNdgQq9tPU
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=5WGfpxLdHz0&list=PLodnT7KV-p9b5UQochPrfHhFUih1AlgPZ&index

MELZEE4E (1) From Dust to Glory (1)

fiE B T 3 52 1
R LFEABENFE
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HELTF S From Dust to Glory

What Dr. Sproul just said is so true because
suicide is a serious problem today. CDC
statistics indicates that suicide is the 12t
Ieadmg cause of death in America.

PERBEAAOEEE, H50XEEE—EREMRIE,
CDC ROfet SRS i B SR b I eSS 1 261 .

Statistics also indicate that suicide rate is on

a rapid rise among teenagers, even among pre-
teens.

%?ﬁ%mmm sOENERERETRELA, BEEESE

| believe computers, technology and artificial
intelligence will displace many jobs and make
many people feel useless and lose purpose in
life, giving rise to more suicide .

HAREETER. SRIRHA TSRS TE=EM, 8RS
HARZIECER, XEEFER, KEMEHEF.




B L %% (2 From Dust to Glory (2)
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The Image of God in Man -
from Dust to Glory (2)




BN iR AR ZE Going Deeper

We thank God that Dr. Sproul’s teaching is always
enlightening, rich, clear and easy to understand.

Fefyek:giss, SEERNETNHESLEEEBREEE. ASEE.
lﬁﬂ*ﬁﬂ]ﬁ%ﬂﬂa

But Dr. Sproul’s video is just today’s appetizer
because we nheed to dlg deeper into the
meanmg of this subjec

AMBSHSEWENRIRIBAESANRSR, BAZEMIETES
,*)\MHE?EL_{EIIFEM =5,

We need to know what is the glory of God?

B ZE R EEMAISRE?

How does God glorify Himself through His
creation? W&uﬁﬁﬂ RIBISEERIE?

What is the chief end of God’s creation?
HELSHEEBRETEE?




B4l o BEFEZ Jonathan Edwards

For an in-depth study on this subject, we must
turn to Jonathan Edwards

A TRNRREREERS, KIFTEHRE SR -SREZNRIE.

Jonathan Edwards was a Puritan

pastor, revivalist, philosopher, and
theologian in the United States 300
years ago. ek EfeEEZ E=HFA
EER—fE R, REGER.
HERHER,

He was also the third president of
Princeton University. He was
instrumental in starting the “Great
Awakenilﬁ” in the 1730s & 1740s
fth S E I A BNE = (ERE.
ZEiEzse 1730 #1 1740 FFAEEBE

. el RS TEIRA T —

He is considered one of America's foremost
and original philosophical theologians.

fiizse AR EE RERHIRRRAIENTERHERZ —,




A Great Theological Treatise by Jonathan Edwards

SPR ZEEELZN—REXBBRYX
. © 75| A few years before he died

. Jonathan Edwards worked ,out a

DISSERTATIONS

1. Con

Conrio e B ih GOD s very important theological work -
i | He wrote “A Dissertation

- . Concerning the End for Which God
7032;1;2;“;’};;2%;;; o ; Created the World”

STk S RIUFIREEhk r —RiFs
S RHIHERY— “FRRWERISHEFRE

3

EI’J
, | . Even today, almost 300 years later,
R | . Edwards’ dissertation still
PR iR captlvates the minds of many
B @ theologians and Bible scholars
EIJET 23125300&15‘5'1"95 SRR AN |3
**?—5‘*”5 & %E{] %\:u\

Edwards’ dlssertatlon is important yet difficult to
understand. But we need to strive to understand it.

SRR EREATZIERE, BFIFESHEBEE.

F|




Concerning the End for Which God Created the Worid

#MelEttRMNB

One of those people captivated by Edwards’

dissertation is Joe Rigney, president and professor of

theolgg¥£m Begh!ehem College and St—:mmargEl

%*&5? E’.‘JnmIpTchll&%IH’.‘JAZ—zE{E*U’rEk 2R RHE
ZIE Bo

Professor ngney produced a seven-part video
course on Edwards’ dissertation

EEeHURE(F 7 —ERIR Z{SEE 2L CEl D HRERIE

1 Course Introduction

2 Definitions & Assumptions Our limited time only
3 The Initial Answer allows us tfo watch :?hme

. = highlights from the
SEHERINARANSIWED & part of this video course
5 Criteria & Candidates ?MFEEBEEIGH*FQREE‘F?MFHEEE
6 _Objections & Responses FEER o RIEfEE =L

7 Application for Worship

https://www.thegospelcoalition.org/course/jonathan-edwards-gods-goal-in-creation/#course-introduction



https://www.thegospelcoalition.org/course/jonathan-edwards-gods-goal-in-creation/#course-introduction
https://www.thegospelcoalition.org/course/jonathan-edwards-gods-goal-in-creation/#definitions-assumptions
https://www.thegospelcoalition.org/course/jonathan-edwards-gods-goal-in-creation/#the-initial-answer
https://www.thegospelcoalition.org/course/jonathan-edwards-gods-goal-in-creation/#the-final-answer
https://www.thegospelcoalition.org/course/jonathan-edwards-gods-goal-in-creation/#criteria-candidates
https://www.thegospelcoalition.org/course/jonathan-edwards-gods-goal-in-creation/#objections-responses
https://www.thegospelcoalition.org/course/jonathan-edwards-gods-goal-in-creation/#application-for-worship
https://www.thegospelcoalition.org/course/jonathan-edwards-gods-goal-in-creation/#course-introduction

God’s Glory in Creation ### 8l i& tH 5% B 5 &

Because of time constraint | can only present short
clips from professor Rigney’s video lessons.

HIRIFEBIR, EReENEREHISRIARIENEERER.
Since the videos are only in English, we will give a
short Chinese and En%lish summary before or after

each clip. HRFARBENX, BfiSESERERZEEZE
(EERRRIIEE.

“jt appears that all that is ever spoken of in the
Scripture as an ultimate end of God’s works is
includes in that one phase, the glory of God...”
But what is the glory of God?

SR ERERATM—t TIERSIEEN, BEATE
“HRYESE" BaEEE......” (B EEHaNSSIER?
Edwards defines the glory of God in creation as an

external overflow, exhibition, and communication of
His internal glory and fullness.

e 2Gt{ERIEPRISRIE, ERAHEATERISREFI SERRII M.
RRHISIE,




God’s Glory in Creation f# 8] & tH | A9 58 &
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God’s Glory in Creation ### 8l i& tH 5% B 5 &

How does God glori Himself through His creation?

fHIAE BRI RISRIEEE CE?

The overflow of God’s internal glory produces an
effect in people He created and have chosen, giving
them the knowledge and understanding of Himself,
causing them to delight in Him, esteem Him, value
Him, enjoy Him and love Him.

In this way the Creator is glorified.

HAERIERIMNEEAISHIRNZNA S EEEHR, (il
i, JERRM, B, S5, LIS ER,

StEEY TR Rls s T S,

It should be understood that in this process the glory
of God is both an outflow and a backflow. The glo
shines upon and into the creature, and is reflecte

back to the luminary.
fEZEBHRYE: ESBERMRRERE mh X E0R. RICIRTE
MEBANESYE £, 418X RITEZIZEEEE,




God’s Glory in Creation i A & tt 8 By & &

The light of ?Iory comes from God, belongs to God
and returns God. So all things are of God, in God,
and to God; God is the beginning of things, the
process of thmgs, and the end of things. "

SIEZFRE M, Brtt, NEgbliil, FREA—1DARLASH, 12
E, BRNE, WEEEHE. FEERTSR.

The following is my insert [l T2 INER:

As Paul said “For God, who said, "Let light shine out
of darkness,” made His light shine in our hearts to
give us the |tght of the knowledge of the glory of God
m the face of Christ.” “ "And we, who with unveiled
faces all reflect the Lord's glory, are being
transformed into His likeness with ever-mcreasmg'
glory, which comes from the Lord” (2 Cor. 4: 6; 3: 18)

BIEIFREFESINZEERR: " ARINHISHEEISEAR L IRAIH,

E..f.’é‘éﬂ.ﬁf' FelFIE, Illl?tﬁfa%ll?ﬂiééﬁ@ﬂgi'égﬁr THREFE Y
(#hi24:6).... “FelfIm ABEPARIE TR 'E'UEEIHG%%

!li‘l%ffuiﬁ??ﬂ)éﬁﬂ PR R ERIAZIR. ééJ:?JI]éé (#14£3:18)




Communication of God’s Glory to His Creatures

W?E?ﬂ!wrﬂﬁ%kﬁiﬁﬁ%ﬁmﬂﬂ_‘%%




The Chief Ultimate End in God’s Creation
A StHRBPWELEEBHN

There are multiple purposes in God’s creation.
SRR EEHN
For example, a person goes out to the pharmacy to
buy medicine for treatment. Going out to the
harmacy is his secondary purpose.
uiin%and taking the medicine is his ultimate goal.
To be healed is his chief (main) purpose.

SPR—EAIMEEEESEGRE. LEEEEMINAEZER.
S HIIREEMAZIBEN. ERGaEia/iEtiEZaMN.
Edwards was looking for God’s “original chief end
(purpose)” in His creation.

SREZSHINEMERItZE i "REEEER" .

Edwards saw from the Bible, the triune God in glory
before the creation, delighting in each other, loving
each other, and united with each other in oneness
and harmony.

SR EPET, S(U—RMEAIELITEERER, &
=R, RIEE, 68—, FlEF—ia.




The Chief Ultlmate End m God’s Creation

MElEHAMNELEEBHMN

Professor Rigney used a diagram to
show God’s oneness in the Trinity before

sk it/ the creation. EEEIT Eﬁ—ﬂﬁlﬁm? ek
> :n-EE- A& ZaIfE={v—iEdhiS—

= =%

Then Edwards saw from the “high priest ra er” of
Jesus in John 17, before His crucifixion, God’s
chief purpose in creation is to brin those whom He
has created, chosen, and redeemed (that is, the
church) into His own life, into union with Him,

AEEBRFEZCIEES 175, BBIASHE "XSANEE" P8

“UW@JLME**I%EHGEH%MFEQJLs Fﬁ?ﬁL*ﬂFﬁ?ﬁlﬂEEﬂAﬁE
(B 2E) HEtECRIERER, Edfth 5

Professor Rl%\ex also showed in

the diagram ’s plan to add the

church, thet?‘gdﬁ Ic:‘ Chést ,;%& ?ﬁo:

oneness in L

FEBRE [t AN, S TR
—_— _L_ 2




The Chief Ultlmate End m God’s Creation
e st RN ELZETEBHN

The whole process of human history is to make this
happen and this is the chief end of God’s creation.

AFEENE(ERIEMRERZEERE BT, EMEMAISHRA
*ANEZEM,

03 -=l=
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The Chief Ultimate End in God’s Creation
A StHRBPWELEEBHN
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The Chief Ultimate End in God’s Creation
A StHRBPWELEEBHN
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Unraveling a Big Mystery in the Bible

BB EEHR — X E @

Does anyone know what BIG MYSTERY | am
talking about? (RIFIEHEEIRERTEXRMIE?

Ephesians Chapter 5 says that the union between
a man and his wife is a join into one flesh, and
that it is a great mystery.

VAFEFRE %EE‘%EU%)\E@%?@ —ABAB—EERIEAXRY R/
Why is it a great mystery? k.{-l-]*éi‘—_'zeililmjcﬂﬂﬁwﬂﬂ

Then Paul explained that he was talking about the
oneness between Christ and the church A {RZEREE
St EESNHENS (ES)

Many of us know the church is the bride of Christ

and she will be together with Christ just like
husband and wife. So why is it still a profound

mystery? TS ASHNEHNBEEENE, HESE—E
MIRRE—ER, BRRAREMESTEENE—E “BARIRw" IE?

We don’t get it. F{IABEA.




Unraveling a Big Mystery in the Bible

HREEDR—XHEW

Now think of this IRTFEEISE 2 — =
2 joined in 1 flesh —A—# f‘—g;; 0_
3 joined in 1 (the Trinity) =i —f8  § Ng 7"V

Do you get it now ? {REBATi%H ? ,f

In becoming one with Christ, the church is joining
the triune God because Christ is in the Trinity

#&é%%%%éﬁﬁk—, FENANT =(—ierdtH, ERRESEEE=(
This is like marrying a prince and becoming part of
the royal family except much more. We are talkin
about joining the Godhead ! EFiREISEFRRAEE
H—&, ERMAEERRIENENEEES, EEEARLLAY!

It is a huge privilege for us to be invited into the
Godhead thru Christ and this is a profound mystery.

FFiFEE B EREEENIEPEWEARIRIE, ERMESEARIZEME.




Unraveling a Big Mystery in the Bible

HREEDR—XHEW

Now all of a sudden other mysteries and puzzling
words in the Bible also becomes clear to us
BARZE, BEEPREMERINS ABRIIGEERESEHhER
In Ephesians 1 Paul grayed that God would give us
the the Spirit of wisdom and revelation to enlighten
our heart so that we may know the hope of God’s
fho calnts TR eSS
B IR et FdEtn St L HR
e s 5%% SR
What is that glory and hope" AR IR FIM R 2 BF?

It is none other than what we just talked about -
Our hope of j omlng the Godhead thru Christ.

E}EzsiHFHDJDJEﬁL_EI’J EBEE A HTERIA EHISRNE

We thank God for Jonathan Edwards’ dissertation
Rt worke - SRR HOkE RANSERAY
gl IR e "
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