Philemon — Doctrine of
Freedom

REFIPTE - 8 & 89305

QuonY. Kwan
04-03-2022



* Why study the Epistle to Philemon?
H TS H AP E 7

- Significance of the Epistle to Philemon
Introduction HEFIPIZE W E R &£

- Literary masterpiece on grace
A — % B ay LEF & LR

* Revolutionary in breaking socio-cultural
barriers

A& — BT AR AL g ALY [ B




‘Philemon has many layers full and rich in
meaning MEAI P& F oy A7 &7,

Why another TM"‘Z’H%T?‘K%

perspective? - Why is Philemon called “Charter of
Freedom”? A THEFIFI E# A 4 | B &
7&7{7% //~/~ i[gkj ?

How do we use our Christian Freedom?
— AR ﬁxfﬁ AR A T R A6 8 e ?
3H 7 - Does Philemon glorify God?
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Characters:
Philemon &
Onesimus

A FHEF)
[, BT R
Yoy

* Onesimus [9 J&, v #F

* Philemon HEF) ¥

- A wealthy member of Colossian church
WEHH T LA HEA

- Worked intimately with Paul while Paul was in
Colossi spreading the gospel

VIR B AR IEBRRTFE LA % W MHAR
* Master of slave, Onesimus

AWENT o /e A

A slave who runs away to Paul imprisoned in
Rome

A& — AR E LT R BERRERE
- Became useful to Paul in spreading the gospel

R} A PR B R ) Ae  IB] T



- Author of the Book of Philemon
FEFI P S A3 691 &
. Conyerts Onesimus to a Christian
1% 18 25 5] o0 H fn k5 13 /&
Character: * Returns Onesimus to Philemon in Colossi
Paul FE T R, 08 B % B - 15 B 5 64 EA) P
*Pleads with Philemon to welcome Onesimus
as a brother freely & willingly

S HREAI P2 B A VA E U H B &
R AEAEIT R £

*Requests implicitly for Onesimus to come
back to Paul

AR R 0 F K R [T R0 Bk e AR B
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. Philemon is to use his Christian freedom to
do what is right

FEA P2 F 2B 89 8 o K e AR 69 iy

Major Issues * What is right for Philemon to do?
for Philemon JAEF| P VEAT /B SEAE GG 5 7
* To welcome Onesimus
: BT R
FEA P 69 £ * To accept Onesimus as spiritual brother
L4681 B AT R E 4o B T B A $H

* Requires breaking socio-cultural barriers
AT B AL G AL B




* Onesimus is to use his Christian freedom to
do what is right

Maijor Issues TR EZ R AT G R EEYE
(g Ol  What is right for Onesimus to do?
[T o, 05 2k JEASE AR SEAE 69 F 7
[T Je. v5 2k & - To repent by returning to Philemon
F RFEA 219 SR REA] PV M
*Requires deep humility
TR R K Bk 7




Major Issues
for Paul

PRiEey L&
FEAA

* Paul is to use his Christian freedom to do what

isright REZRA WA LM EZTHF
- What is right for Paul to do? /& F 4 & £ & % ?

* To send Onesimus back to Philemon even
though Paul needs Onesimus

REHE B RGE, (B x w2 HEA 1

> To plead with Philemon to welcome Onesimus
as a brother

B 2h KRR P B T R e F B8 L H
* To deal with Onesimus’s debt
F g P I9T o v A6 18 75

* To ask Philemon to return Onesimus because

PauI needs Onesimus F R MHEF) P 12 3% [T R o5 Ak

& [F
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Key verses are
Phlm 8-10

FEF P 69 4 a)
F.U8-10&p

*“Therefore, although in Christ | could be bold

and order you to do what you ought to do, yet
| prefer to appeal to you on the basis of love. It
is as none other than Paul—an old man and
now also a prisoner of Christ Jesus—that |
appeal to you for my son Onesimus, who
became my son while | was in chains.”

[ REERFTH A B RAIES RS T E,

K RE A FLoakiE, BLEX R HEF
IR A6, E &HFX KA, FALH
IR AE I8 &5 ﬁ’ﬁfriéﬁ%%ﬁﬁ}%&ﬁa‘dﬁo 1 HE
I ZE 8-10




Theme:
Paul’s
Doctrine of
Freedom

.£&gf%%
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Christians should use their freedom to do what

is right 2L B A& & & AL B 69 A b L e & 89
F

1. Be motivated by love —not by compulsion

A HAT I (I RERTR)
2. Carry out the right relationship

R 2y 4T 69 M A% Ay
3. Release others from bondage

TR AR TR ST

4. Become a “prisoner of Christ”
Zi A [ 2R ]

5. Make yourself useful

F AR RA




* Date: 6qA.D.
BA5:. F4& 60 SF

*Provenance: Roman prison

W 2L, %5 E

*Genre: "personal private” epistle
LEHA . [BARE ]

* Addressees: Philemon, his family and church
of Colossus
AAE A BEAIPY, Aefb 2R B By KA
Ao g




* Becoming a Christian means being set free
from the bondage of sin

Source of %, Z AR B AR 6 K & S SR 69 RS P AT
Christian * “For the law of the Spirit of life in Christ Jesus

Freedom

has set you free from the law of sin and of
death,” (Rom 8:2)

(DAL G EEGE, LLBIMIAAT K,
EEBM#AH 4335&}]%%&3}57]3\?)’7&%4?7 | Z#HZE 8.2

é@;}z\ﬁ “I)t is for freedom that Christ has set us free,” (Gal
o 5:1

[ A BT A, MAMFEAE G, | e
;}lj'\%— 5:1




* "But do not use your freedom to
indulge the sinful nature, rather
serve one anotherin love,” (Gal 5:13)

R AR A6 8 b g 24 &
B e, ERFSIMRE, | iz
X5 5:13

Using
freedom

E] W 9 & A

* Love is both an objective and a motive
RAGB A A E TN




15t point:
Be motivated
by love

fAFE T AR
F—F. &
&6k

1. Be motivated by love—not by
compulsion

ERENTH CREERIKR)

2. Carry out the right relationship
Tl E 4T 69 M A

3. Release others from bondage
B e ASEITRER P R

4. Become a “prisoner of Christ”
Tt | ABEL ]

5. Make yourself useful

Fien T &R M




- Do whatis I‘I?ht out of love
B E P A E
Be motivated * “Your love has given me great joy and
encouragement, because you, brother, have
by love —not refreshed the hearts of the Lord'’s people," (Phlm 7)
by compulsion XA RS, KRAKRE, KFLR, BAE
ﬁ%U%%ﬁT%%OJM%W§7
"...yet | preferto appeal to you on the basis of
love,” (Phim g)
[ R BRETEEZ KM, | HEFIPZE 9
* Paul said in 1 Corinthians 13:1-3 that whatever is
done without love means nothin

4%%15—-{ WS A F13:1-33, 1 gﬁﬂT?Tﬂ
iﬁ&%/ﬁﬁ »ffkéﬁ




Two
implications of
the objective
of love

e B AZ R
vy [l & 2R,

a. Philemon isto welcome Onesimus back as a
dear, loving brother

BER) P % & AL 8 5 34 T L 0
"—no longer as a slave, but better than a slave, as a
dear brother,” (Phim 16)

[ RHARME, 7TASBRE, RAF T
Fo ] MEFRIPTE 16
b. Paul tells Philemon that he should love
Onesimus as he loves Paul
PREE S IR R P 2 T R B e B AR B
"So if you consider me a partner, welcome him as
you would welcome me,” (Phim 17)

[R5 AR BRI, A, o BK# & —
o | BEFIFAIZ 17




2"d Point: Carry
out the right
relationship

RAE = FA 0 5
%k, 24T
= 47 4 B 1%

5.

Be motivated by lov

ZH K I

e

Carry out the right relationship
AT 5T 49 B 1%

Release others from

bondage

%%%Amﬁ%¢%ﬁ$%

4. Become a “prisoner of Christ”

B A [ EBHE

Make yourself useful

R R eA

e |



What is the
relationship
within the
triad?

AT =75
a4 B 1% A& A AT
g ?

* There is an intimate relationship among Paul, Philemon

& Onesimus
PR, FBER P A= R0 = A 89 B2 2 189,

- Paul is spiritual father of both Philemon & Onesimus
because he converted both

R 2 PR R AT BEAI P T BB fE £, 24
P18 M _Eay EL,

- “—you owe me your very self,”(Phlm 19b)
[—# kg LA BRAR | BEAIPFTE 190

* “my son Onesimus, who became my son while | was in
chains,” (Phim 10)

[ LA A RAEIRBE P ITAG LT R, | HE
FFZE 10

* Philemon & Onesimus are not just spiritual brothers but

intimate spiritual brothers

BEAIP AT R B RE SR TR H L, mAT LR
BF S -




Implications of
carrying out
the right

relationship

AT 5 = 47 Bl 1%
) R B

- Equal dignity -F3F 895

*Realizes Ga 3:28, “There is neltherJew nor
Gentile, neither sIave nor free, noris there
male and female, for you are all one in Christ
Jesus.”
e B i KE3:28 [ A HRA. FAE
A, BEW., B, R FRx, HAEMRM
EABIMKEAARA—T . | A,

* Both are co-heirs of eternal inheritance
) AAE K A B0 )5 @

- Both are fellow citizens of the kingdom of
God WA KRB EARZ K,




Carrying out
the right
relationship

AT E AT W
5 1%

* In Paul’s appeal, for Philemon “to do what is
right” is to welcome Onesimus as spiritual
brother instead of run-away slave

%m%%wfmrﬁ%%$ajm%muﬁ
gy E F AL H R T R,

: Not a simple act because it requires breaking

socio-cultural master-slave barriers:

xe/T fe«—ﬂﬂ . ﬁé’a 47%3, B PR 15 A ATAR T AL
Wlthholdmg severe punlshment for run-away

F BT HEUE BB
* Upgrading master-slave relation into kinship

#m‘k i@ié W] 17 2 KA Bl AR

* Introducing Onesimus as a peer

A RO AT




*To counter worldly pressure against
NOWIGOES RS0 Philemon to carry out the right relationship,

eXNOFt FRIIEMON RPN T YNTY S 8 A X P

to carry out the - Makes his letter known to whole Colossian

(els S EORENIRE  church (Phim 2) so they will be watching 4e42
BEFRGHAHE, BN A R &R
Fn il

* Expects some benefit from Philemon (Phim 20)
PRB I HER P 9T B B R Hh 2%

P 38 e feT % 8 Rk
%g%i%ﬁ%% > Says he will visit Philemon (Phim 22)
REY R b & 4535 HEA) 1




39 point:
Release others
from bondage

AAE T A0 5
=EE. A
P AR 4R P FEAL
A

. Be motivated by love
B F Wk

. Carry out the right relationship
BAT ) E 4T 49 M 1A

. Release others from bondage

2 jetb AP R4 P B R

. Become a “prisoner of Christ”
Zm A | AR EER ]

. Make yourself useful

L A R EgA




- Paul unconditionally assumes Onesimus’s debt

to redeem him &% S5 a9 R R £

“If he has done you any wrong or owes you
Releasing anything, charge it to me,” (Phim 18)

others from [ T8 AR, R RARE A, AR5F ARG
bondage

L | EERIFTE 18

* Ironic twist: In assuming Onesimus'’s debt, Paul
trades his freedom to be "prisoner” to Philemon
FEAEL AN IR SR

= Y2 2 3 X
o AB i ARy REAT ZAREFRGEME,
F&E R A TH BRI,
“...the borrower is slave to the lender,” (Prov 22:7)
e LRI ARMEEZNEA. | KT 22:7




Possible
reasons for
Paul to assume

Onesimus'’s
debt

PR 2 Fa B AR IE
T R v A 09 15
a9 =] A8 69 &

* To follow Christ’s example of freeing “prisoners”
(prophesied or actual)

R ERBTOBERLER EFA] (BAEFFT)
* Psa146:7, Isa 51:14, Isa 61:1, Zech g9:11, Luke 4:18
3F146:7 © o114 0 A61:1 0 Bgnar o ¥54:18
* To remove any hurdle that might hold Philemon from

welcoming Onesimus back

F R A2 REFR) P TS R B BT T R0 A6 VT A b
- Jewish tradition of kinsmen-redeemer—one who redeems
a relative in need or in danger

BRSO 1 A — B 2 BP9 L
- Boaz redeems Ruth (Ruth 4) & FT 2T B Ag 5645 (95154 )



What was the
cost of
liberating
Onesimus?

T By #E
i i RAR A
v s

* To set free Onesimus, Philemon would have had

to absorb the cost of a Roman slave (average of
44,00 USD)

BTETRGERW, HEAFIEL T —(AEE
692t (" ¥ 2 $4400%E 7T)

* The average Gross Domestic Product per capita

per annum in Philemon’s time was 8oo USD

FEHER) P 69 X, — B2k — 589 &£ {4 2 $800

* Cost to Philemon of freeing Onesimus was > 5.5

yrs. of income—excluding a replacement slave

REAI P &6 71T G4 B b 69 KA & & T5FF
B IAN—1E $ R @45 -% 7 M — (B I .




4™ point: Be a
“prisoner of
Christ”

AAE T RAGY F
W2 Za b
RPN

. Be motivated by love

T R Dk

. Carry out the right relationship

ZAT H E 4T 60 B A2

. Release others from bondage

%%%A“M%*%ﬁm%

. Become a “prisoner of Christ”

Zm b [ XEGRE ]

. Make yourself useful

= SRR ARIFN



* "To do what is right” is to be “a prisoner of
Christ”

Be a “prisoner [ AMEFFE | ARA [ A BRI ]
of Christ” *So self-named in Phim 1, 9; Eph 3:1, 4:1

: ‘ AR A PI:989 B AT, &3,
2 S W R 4:148 %
e * So-called Epaphras in Phim 23

LA B) T VA 96 P 2389 A v — Ak




Be in “chains

for the gospel
Christ”

Rk | AR
= PT84 |

the gospel”

* "To do what is right” can also be in “chains for

r%ﬁf{i?‘?éégj /&E/Li% rﬁ“%%‘é{}"hﬂéﬁj

* Phlm 13, Phil 1:7
9 13 - HE1:7

- Paul is literally writing

confined as prisoner
24

e

these words while

TR E R A



lronic twist In
theme of
freedom vs.
bondage

8 R 3
£ W S AR 46 a9
41k

* While Paul no longer wants Philemon to treat

Onesimus as a slave, Paul wants Onesimus as a
prisoner of Christ

IR B A A HEAR) P AT B 08 £ A g, e ib & A
DT R BFHERE [ EF6 R ]

"l am sending him—who is my very heart—back
to you. | would have liked to keep him with me so

that he could take your place in helping me while |
am in chains for the gospel,” (Phim 12-13)

[ RAAATHERR A DRI E L 2K B
Ao BARF EMHEET, ERAHSTIITH
FRE AR E K. | HEFIFTZE 12-13



* Paul started the first prison ministry:
RBMRIETH—RERF L.
* He preached the gospel to people around incl.

What did Paul Praetorian guards (Phil 1:13).
do while in f v B A B4R (HF1:13)
prison? Paul wrote the “Prison Epistles” AR#t 2 % &
[ Bk E 1]
(R 2= BB * Philemon BEFI T &
(TR ? - Ephesians A9 i &
- Philippians HE7) tb &

- Colossians % % /& Z




What did Martin
Lutherdoin
prison (protective
custody) at
Wartburg?

BT %iFhk

Wartburg a4 B Bk

j!i (FRzE M E
2% ) ﬁi?ﬂ”ﬁ*.

‘He translated the Greek New

Testament into German for the
common people.

Rede 37 40 1 A R LB R L, R
LRBRAT UM FE



1. Be motivated by love

P B K 6 By

5 point: Be 2. Carry out the right relationship
useful BAT th 57 69 B 44

3. Release others from bondage
MASE 3 JAHY % Z A AR AR P P AR AR
B, B%k 4. Become a "prisoner of Christ”

e T | A BRI ]

A R aIA 5. Make yourself useful

F AR R aA




* "To do what is right” is to be useful even while a
prisoner

' EBBREMAE | AR ABREZALRA A

WELqle - “Formerly he [Onesimus] was useless to you,
yourself useful

but now he has become useful both to you and
to me,” (Phlm 11)

. [ M PERT AR AR B, {24 b AR BAH 5
LA CTRAA B | HER F'ﬂi‘ 11

Hl * Onesimus’s usefulness constitutes purpose for
Paul’s request for Philemon to return Onesimus

(Phlm 13, 20- 21) 'f% W K BHER 1] 2 & T R oG A 69
T K& B A ZRA A




* Onesimus’s name “Ovnoeiuoc” literally means

|II .

“usefu

in Greek

ST R E- A RREALA | AR | 895& %,

* His name occurs not just in Phlm g, 10, 11; Col

4:9

ey & F T EHAITI B I, LER

A=+ B

3, RS kféﬁyﬁ4 9 3.,

* Onesimus actuaIIy lives up to his namesake

5T & 79 5

AR FARLTFHESR



Usefulness
must be
demonstrated

AR AZERT
i SR Ay

* Romans 6:21, "What benefit [spiritual

usefulness] did you reap at that time from the
things you are now ashamed of? Those things
result in death!”

[IRPIBASPIA 2 AR, & EI%T%
i‘y@é zf]i REWLEBHAET., | BE

* 1 Corinthians 10:23b, "l have the right to do

anything—but not everything is constructive
[spiritual useful] .”

[ FUE AR VT 4T, ﬂ'E'T'%‘lWﬁmmo JUE AR 4T,
4‘5’7%3\.%/& | F#ZarZE 10:23



How does the
story of
Philemon end?

FEF P 2 893K
B2 T4 B
g ?

* Per theologian John Knox, Onesimus became bishop

of Ephesus (recorded bychurch leader Ignatius) SR4%
1‘*7’%'-1’32 John Knox éﬁ%%gﬁ, Fﬂ_ﬂﬁ?‘gf}é%)&ﬁﬂ%%
ﬁﬁ’flﬁi%ll (XE’E | gnatius é’ﬁ’éﬁ'ﬁ%)

* For Onesimus to become bishop, Philemon had to

welcome him back as brother and return him to Paul
to be “prisoner of gospel” [T J&. 09 &k Z FIT VA R mk 25 £
#, AR &BEFRITTRE VAP )té’a %4@‘%%&3\4& i
BRI R UACIESS %&Jf&ﬁi [ #8509 e |

* Onesimus called the Epistle h|s “"Charter of Liberty”
TREGFMEER A ad K] .

°* The Epistle to Philemon glorifies God

J;Jb:]‘ﬁ{ 5' Tﬁ“?o
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Use your freedom “to do what is right

fetriga s [ BAAEHGF L |

1 Be motivated by love (not compulsion)
BV Btk R miR)

2. Carry out the right relationship
ZAT H E A MR,

3. Release others from bondage
B R AN IRER PR R

4. Become a “prisoner of Christ”
Zm A | AFEE

5. Make yourself useful

B A —BH FEIA




Check your
heart attitude
before serving

- Are you serving out of love—not
compulsion—for the church or

God? IR A % g ey, T2 ik
B9, AR S EF ARG FeAP?




Check your
heart attitude

to carry out
the right

relationship

o N ENNE LY
%ﬁﬁ%%%
HIRES

* Suppose that after a few times you

hired this person as a busboy and
learn he is a Christian.

BEARAFORIBITT *‘1'[‘51 ATHERY
I_/\ i At — A8 B E 4

‘He has no family. f&.8 H £A

Would you invite him for family
dinner or for Easter supper?

'4 IR AR K v RIRF

1, 5 7 7



Check your
heart attitude
on releasing
others from
bondage

B AR S 8y
FE A0 IR
%R

*Would you loan money to
someone who works for you

reliably as a day laborer to buy a
used car?

et — e T TALE
,.%lg £ P v ?

Ea-/-




Check your - Would you allow one of your

heart attitude best employees to break his

on “prisoner of work contract with you to do

Christ” ministry?

RE AEA ey mEN A MAY A F T
[ A BRI ] "7

T ENN




Check your
heart attitude
on being useful

B AR A N
NN Sl

R AR A
A

- How are you using your free time?
IR 4o AT S HEAR B9 =2 Bl 15 ] 2

* Would you use your lunch hour to
listen to someone’s sad, personal

story?
1R & B AR 8 2 20 ) 235 38 5] A0 B 15
HEH?



