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John 3 1-16
1 Now there was a man of the Pharisees, named Nicodemus,
a ruler of the Jews;

2 this man came to Jesus at night and said to Him, “Rabbi, we
know that You have come from God as a teacher; for no one can
do these signs that You do unless God is with him.”

3 Jesus responded and said to him, “Truly, truly, | say to you,
unless someone is born again he cannot see the kingdom of God”

*Nicodemus *said to Him, “How can a person be born when he is
old? He cannot enter his mother’s womb a second time and be
born, can he?”

> Jesus answered, “Truly, truly, | say to you, unless someone is
born of water and the Spirit, he cannot enter the kingdom of
God.

6 That which has been born of the flesh is flesh, and that which
has been born of the Spirit is spirit.

Do not be amazed that | said to you, ‘You must be born again.
8 The wind blows where it wishes, and you hear the sound of it,
but you do not know where it is coming from and where it is

going; so is everyone who has been born of the Spirit.”




John 3 1-16

9bNicodemus responded and said to Him, “How can these things
e?”

10 Jesus answered and said to him, “You are the teacher of Israel,
and yet you do not understand these things?

11 Truly, truly, | say to you, we speak of what we know and testify
of what we have seen, and you people do not accept our
testimony.

12f | told you earthly things and you do not believe, how will you
believe if | tell you heavenly things?

13 No one has ascended into heaven, except He who descended
from heaven: the Son of Man.

14 And just as Moses lifted up the serpent in the wilderness, so
must the Son of Man be lifted up,

1550 that everyone who believes will have eternal life in Him.

16 “Eor God so loved the world, that He gave His only Son, so that

everyone who believes in Him will not perish, but have eternal
life.




The Most Popular and Important Verse in the Bible

ERPESRUINEEEZNEX

"For God so loved the world that he gave his only

begotten Son, that whoever believes in Him shall
not perish but have eternal life.

#ﬁﬁk\%é%%%ﬁi%%%%ﬁ\ﬂfm%%
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John 3:16 has been preached and quoted all the
time. Yet this verse was often taken out of context.

What is the context of John 3:167
Very few people bother to find out.

The context is a dialogue between Jesus and a man

named Nicodemus on the subject of regeneration
(born again).



The Most Important Yet Often Neglected Passage in the Bible

ERPREEZEEETRABABNEX
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In contrast to John 3:16, the subject of regeneration is

rarely studied, taught and preached and is often
misunderstood.

Regeneration is a very important subject.
So important that :

1) This is the first teaching of Jesus in the Gospel of
John

2) Jesus started the subject with very stern words (FE'&E
EZ[BRYEE) : “Truly, truly I say to you (I solemnly declare
to you FEEPEREERF{R), unless one is born again he
cannot see the kingdom of God” & He said this 3 times.
3) In the dialogue, Jesus told Nicodemus he must first be
born again, then pointed to him the way of salvation thru
faith in the Son of Man. In other words, regeneration

precedes faith. Genuine saving faith only comes
after one has been born again.




The Process of Salvation
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The Work and Process
of God’s Salvation
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The Work and Process
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It is very important for us to know the whole program of God’s
salvation and the order of the salvation process.

Unfortunately the majority of Christians do not have the slightest idea of
this other than faith & justification. And many don’t even know that
repentance is necessary for conversion. They think faith is all they need.

Here in John 3:1-16, Jesus told Nicodemus, regeneration comes first

and after that repentance and faith in Jesus Christ. We will elaborate
more on this later.



What does it mean to be born again (or regenerated) ?
BEEEMTEBEER?

0 Regeneration is likened to a spiritual resurrection.

It is an act whereby God impart a spiritual life (Rom 6:23) into a
spiritually dead person to make him alive (Eph 2:5) so that he can
sense God, understand God, respond to God & receive salvation.

TARIEBENOEE., TARANEETLAGHN—AFTHE
ATWA(F 6:23), ERFEBR(F 2:5), FHit RFEAY, f
méﬁ ﬁb@&ﬁ i&ﬁﬁ'uo

There is a misconception among some believers that human effort is
involved in regeneration. But how can a dead person ralse hlmself?

A famous evangelist made a
mistake when he wrote a book
titled “How to be Born Again”.
He had good intentions and
offered good advice, but the
concept is wrong and un- v
Biblical. God didn’t give any
instructions in the entire Bible |
on how one can be born again.
Only God can give life to the
dead thru regeneration




What does it mean to be born again (or regenerated) ?
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The gospel has no effect on
a dead person since he is
spiritually blind and cannot
see the gospel light.

8 EH—ARAR AT
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That’s why Jesus said “Truly,
truly | say to you, unless
one is born again he cannot
see the kingdom of God”

Wu%ﬁﬁ"&%%ﬁﬁ%
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A person’s spiritual senses
must first be restored before
he can respond to God and
accept the gospel.



What does it mean to be born again (or regenerated) ?
SEERTEER?

r) Regeneration is a brand new creation (not renewal from something
old 2 Cor. 5: 17; Eph 2:10) whereby God impart His divine nature into
the newly created person (2 Pet 1:4; Eph 4:24)
AR —ELHHAE (RRESMH) (g 5: 17; H 2:10)
RAPRAN KRR EZEHENARZT (KK 1:4; H 4:24)
This is necessary because a person can only enjoy God and spiritual
matters after he has been given a divine nature thru reg enerat|on

Rarntakers of the Divine Nature 2, Peter 1EZ %?éi 1:4

It should be mentioned that the newly created man co-exist with the old man
(our original sinful nature, the flesh) until our salvation is complete, which is
glorification. So even thought we are imperfect outwardly, we no longer judge
a person according to his flesh PIESUE AL BIZANRRERHAT (2 Cor. 5:16)
because there is a new creation inside made in the image of God.



The Nicodemus on the Outside NVHEKEHEFR

1) He was a man of the Pharisees, which is a “very
religious and zealous”™ group who strictly observed the
old testament laws + many man added traditions.

2) He was a member of Jewish ruling council (a member

of the prestigious Sanhedrin JEX/AE R H), comparable
to the U.S. Supreme Court justices. Very powerful person

3) He was the master teacher of Israel (John 3:10). He
was the teacher of the teachers, the most knowledgeable
person in the nation on the Bible. He is at the “top of the

pile” (THiREEEH)

4) He was very wealthy. It was said that Nicodemus was
among the richest in the society. Wealth was considered a
blessing from God, so he was considered a very spiritual
person very blessed by God.



The Nicodemus in the Inside AKX E FER

But deep inside his mind, Nick knew he had problems.
He was a dead man

1) He knew he was just a

hypocrite wearing a religious
oultfit.

2) He knew he was an outsider of
the kingdom of God and he had
no relationship with God, had no

access to God and God was not
with him.

3) He had unanswered questions
about God & His kingdom but he
had no one to turn to for answers
because there was no higher
teacher than him.




Nicodemus — the outside vs. the inside
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Nicodemus Got Questions for Jesus

[E & E & & B H &K

Nick & company carefully observed and analyzed Jesus’
teachings and miracles. They came to these conclusions:

1) Jesus was a higher teacher from God, superior to

Nicodemus._ Therefore Jesus was someone Nick could
turn to for his unanswered questions.

2) Jesus was a "‘man from God & God was with Him 7,
so Jesus has access to God.

3) Jesus had insider knowledge of God'’s kingdom.
"Ny . - "" |

These were the reasons
that prompted Nicodemus

to pay a secret night visit
to Jesus .



God’s Drawing (Calling)

#f I A
Jesus said: "No one can come to me unless the Father who sent
me draws him” BR#K3F: “FARARZEZRRGXRIIA. LA FH R
B REBZARY" (4 John 6:44)
Nicodemus went to see Jesus at night. In reality he was drawn
by God to come to Jesus i3 ARAL R IR R

. Hejcame to'Jesuslat nlght

% §S|mllarly the Samaritan woman went to

L ‘8\ |Jacob’s well to draw “dead” water. In reality
——ishe was drawn by God to meet Jesus, the
) ﬁ,;{s,ﬁ source of living water. (John 4:6-7)



Jesus’ Dialogue with Nicodemus

HRF B JE & IE 8 09 ¥ &f

There were 3 rounds of Q & A in Nlcodemus dialogue
with Jesus. . .

Nicodemus’ questions:
Question # 1: “How can | enter God’s presence & have a
relationship with Him ?”

Question # 2: How can one be born again?
Question # 3: How can the new birth possibly happen?



The 18t Round of Q & A with Jesus

E RS MNE—@HEF

Nicodemus didn’t have the chance to ask his first question before
Jesus gave him the answer. At the end of the previous chapter (John
2:25) it said Jesus knew what was in people’s mind. So Jesus didn’t
need to hear Nicodemus’ questions. Jesus knew the questions and
he already have the answers. Jesus was doing this to give Nick a hint
of His deity (i.e. He is omniscient #b 2 & B I< 4m 69 %),

We can guess Nick’s first question from Jesus’ answer.
He wanted to know “How he could enter God’s presence & have a
relationship with God (like Jesus) ?”

Jesus told Nick the first thing he needs is to be born again, and that
is not an option. It is a very serious matter ( 3 X truly, truly).

Unfortunately, God’s kingdom is in the spiritual realm and the only
way to enter it is to be born spiritually into it. None of the things that
Nick possesses: his Biblical knowledge, religious zeal, morality and
prestigious social standing can help Nick to enter God’s kingdom.



The 2"d- Round of Q & A with Jesus

EOHR S B 88 — B ] &

Secondly, Nick wanted to know How a person can be born again?

Jesus told him just as he needed an earthly parents to give him flesh &

blood to be born physically, he would need spiritual parents to give him
a spiritual life.

Jesus told Nick God’s Spirit and “water” are the “spiritual parents” one
_needs to be born spiritually into God’s kingdom.

And water doesn’t refer to baptism as some argued, but to God’s Word. '
God’s Word is the “ingredient” or seed God uses to regenerate man.

“you have been born again through the living and enduring Word of God

RIRT 24 ~ REZMAEFE T A0918” (/L A71 Peter 1:23)

“the Father .. chose to give us birth through the word of truth. &z
.. #HATHERE, AAELETAM” (James X F 1:17-18)

God’s Word & Spirit are the “purifying/cleansing agent” in spiritual birth.
“Christ cleansed the church by the washing of water with the Word”
“EKEBERKFEZE, EKEgRF. RAHEHX” (% Ephesians 5:26)

“He saved us through the washing of rebirth and renewal by the Holy Spirit
T RM. . RBFETLENG, REFHRI (RS E Titus 3:5)




The 2"d- Round of Q & A with Jesus

B OH 8 B9 88 — & [ &

Nicodemus appeared to be skeptical of the spiritual birth Jesus was
talking about. It seemed too mystical to him.

Indeed God’s work of creation is full of wonder and mystery. For example,
the universe, the nature, all forms of lives and especially the human life,
they are full of wonder & mystery. The Psalmist said: “l am fearfully and
wonderfully made; your works are wonderful. & & %3447 &. R&9
VE % 345" (Psalm %F 139: 14). Can you imagine how much more
mysterious and wonderful is a spiritual life and its creation (birth)?

Furthermore, the Holy Spirit is a mysterious person in the Godhead and
He always works in a very mysterious way that make people wonder.

Jesus compared the Holy Spirit to the wind, He cannot be seen, but one
can feel His presence and see the effect. He is sovereign and can not be
summoned or controlled. One cannot tell where He comes from and
where He is going.

So the regenerating work of the Holy Spirit is full of mystery and
incomprehensible. Nick, don’t marvel, just believe



The 3" Round of Q & A with Jesus
Bl BB ik M) B = 8 [ &

Thirdly, Nicodemus wondered how regeneration can happen and
how does it happen?

Jesus told Nick He was telling him the truth about regeneration from
what He sees & what He knows in the spiritual realm. Only the Son of
Man (Jesus himself) has this knowledge because He came from heaven

Jesus attributed Nick’s inability to understand to his unbelief.

Nick needs to believe first, then he will understand (Heb. & 11:1,3),
but not the other way around.

As for how regeneration happen: the Spirit of God applies the Word of
God’s (the seed of life) into the dead spirit of a man, and quicken it (i.e.
bring it to life) (Ez. 4537: 1-13; John %] 6: 53, 63).

Jesus said: “Truly, truly, | say to you, an hour is coming, and is now

here, when the dead will hear the voice of the Son of God, and those
who hear will be made alive”.

PR “HRE B ALRE TN, IS, AT, AAE
I8 5 40 50, F o9 B B A0 AR EZE T (John £5:25)



Misconceptions & Truth Regarding Regeneration

FREEXANRENEE

Regeneration, being a mysterious matter, causes many confusions and
misconceptions among believers, even among theologians.

Misconception FRfi# Biblical Truth & E 1
Born again means turning It is the impartation of a divine life
over a new leaf in life by God to a spiritually dead person
TARAFERLS, TH | TLERWFHGLETHN—IEL
E A AN E 8
Regeneration is the result The Triune God did something to
of my decision and action. regenerate a person. The Father’s
T4 R AR EE 2 | will the Son’s Word and the
T2 Splrlts quickening. = «—é’J/"fﬁlf'Ié]l

EAE &, »%_%f’_s&éﬁ . 2T

Ay 35 A B E By IE A ""]/\/%1\5{7‘\

Repentance and f_aith results | Regeneration precedes faith
in being born again. and repentance.

328 X CEEE S5 & -2 T4 kAR AR
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Regeneration Precedes Faith ? EETE S /0\ 2817

| realize you may not agree with me on the last point :
Regeneration Precedes Faith.

This seems like a revolutionary concept for many believers.

| have researched many references and | am convinced this
view point is Biblical and correct. God has also provided me
with some very powerful supporting arguments from

authoritative and trustworthy theologians, Bible scholars and
pastors.

| am going to show you three short video clips, totaling about
10 minutes. Please watch and listen carefully.

You may review the contents of these videos and today’s
sermon on our church website afterwards.



Regeneration Precedes Faith E £ E 5 /0 Z B

R. C. Sproul
HEE LER _
@o
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In this short video, renowned Reformed theologian R. C. Sproul
explains why regeneration precedes faith. ZZ B4R 5E42, F LK

FENERLEBRBEAFFAE [ EL] AT ] TR


https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=H_awbdO9nmA

Transcript of R. C. Sproul’s  {HEiZx PEZE T IRSE

Video Clip th R E R P8

Transcript:

Luther said, “justification is by faith alone, but not by faith
that is alone,” and then he went on to say, “the faith that
justifies is a ‘fides viva’ ; a living faith, a faith that is alive.”

Where does that faith come from?

And this question probably more than any other is what
defines the essence of reformed theology.

If there’s one phrase that captures the essence of reformed
theology, it is the little phrase, regeneration precedes faith.
That is, the power of faith, the power of believing, is a
result not of an act of our will independently, but it is the
fruit of God’s sovereign act of changing the disposition of
our hearts and giving to us the gift of faith.



Transcript of R. C. Sproul’s  {HEiZx PEZE T IRSE

Video Clip th R E R P8
HEAR PEZET RIAP RS Ficit:
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Q&A with John MacArthur B /L 28 5= Po] EE 44 Bl
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https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=BS5RqqKqyOM

Regeneration Precedes S EIEN

Repentance
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https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=g9l-GzvspZc

Next Step After Regeneration EAEER N —2

God’s Calling Regeneration | Conversion 'Iﬁfngepentance
IR IR L3 % 42 L A843Faith
John & 3:2 John %) 3:3-13 John £ 3:14-16

After explaining regeneration to Nicodemus, Jesus showed Nick the
next step - conversion thru faith and repentance

There are 3 steps in conversion FFEEBH=EALER
Conviction of sin thru illumination by the Holy Spirit
HEEHEBTHIE. B (Numbers B 21:6; 9 16:8-11)
Know God has provided a salvation plan
HEMHAMIERI AR (Numbers B 21:8; Rom £5 3:14-15)
Believe & trust the savior God sent

FRIE LM ERBIFE (Numbers R 21:9; Rom #5 3:15-16)




What Happened to Nicodemus Afterwards?

E & JE £ &K E EHKIE?

Nicodemus had big obstacles that hindered him from believing what Jesus
said about regeneration. Those obstacles were his religious root, his intellect
& his self-righteousness. But Nicodemus made progress slowly afterwards.

Nicodemus started out very timid. He came to see Jesus under the night
cover because he was afraid of other people’s criticism. (John % 3: 2)

Later Nicodemus took a bold stand to defend Jesus in the midst of the
chief priest and Pharisees (/£ 4 8 & =%k FIEA% +) (John & 7: 50-52)
After the crucifixion of Jesus, when most of Jesus’ disciples were very
scared and had fled and deserted Jesus, Nicodemus took an extremely
bold action in buying and bringing massive amount of myrrh and aloe
which cost a lot, for preparing Jesus’ body for burial. (John £19:39,40)

Legend said that after the resurrection of Jesus, Nicodemus was baptized
and became a Christ follower. As a result he was deprived of all his job
positions, his fortunes, properties & possessions. He & his family were
reduced to living in poverty. But Nicodemus gained Christ & an eternal life.

Compared to the Samaritan woman, it took Nicodemus much longer time
to be born again, to have his life changed. But ultimately he made it thru
because he too, was drawn by the grace & will of the Father to Jesus Christ.




My Mother's Born Again Experience

XBBENEERE

While | was preparing this sermon, | accidentally discovered my
mother's handwritten testimony. My mother was taken back home by
the Lord 12 years ago. The testimony is about her born again
experience. | find her testimony very consistent with the message | am
preaching today. | believe this is one of the resources God gave me for
this sermon.

ERERBEQBAER, RASPERLT RERORELE,; 45
W+ FaMEBERET . LELMART AGEE,

BAS TG R RS RITRFGE LT L. KB ERA
BRERFBENETRZI —.

My mother was born and raised in a Christian family. She is a third-
generation Christian. She went to Christian schools until she finished
high school. She has always attended Sunday worship, but in her own
words: "l did not seek the Lord with sincerity in my heart. Occasionally
| attended deeper life and revival meetings, and | would feel stirred up

for a little while, but it was only temporary because there was no
foundation".



My Mother's Born Again Experience

XBBENEERE

RIGHHE—AARHE R Aok K, A Z KA, 4L
ERHERAE G P ER, o EHA M0 S, 2ARE
iR CRAARCEREESLI0@; BIBERE
SR, KA~ R, TR R A, AAAREH

So, my mother lived a "Christian life” in that manner for decades. She
said that she was “alive by name, but dead in reality”.

&%&%1\7&«1\ TE&+TF69 “HBEM/R” £F, g “ELAF09,
HB A

Then in the summer of 1968, in an evening revival meeting, she
wrote: “the Holy Spirit worked mightily on me. The Word of the Lord
pierced my heart like a two-edged sword, His light let me see my

sinfulness and indebtedness, and His love gave me forgiveness,
freedom and peace inside.”.

HE1968 £ B K, A—A LW EEe P EEFARSP R KMEL,

F AR RN EMERILS, ERMERAL D T RFRFRH R,
TR R ERY B Bl ENFL.




My Mother's Born Again Experience

XBBENEERE

“Since then my life has changed. The Bible that was not my interest
became sweeter than honey. | was afraid to face God before, but now
| delight in seeking Him. | was unclear about my Christian faith, but
now | know whom | have believed. There was a big change in my
perspective of people and things.”

P RAGE TR T RE s AT N RILABAG T 48 R A bR H 8, 2
AtA LAY, REREF KM, RAaTHE M, BAELE T{Za04
#. HA HEFOA T e, HEaTmk, AFR K EE,
“The Lord opened the eyes of a blind person like me, the Lord showed
His mercy and kindness to a humble and unworthy person like me.

| will sing praise to His name and magnify Him with thanksgiving.”

A IR TETORE, £EZOEMHEEERGGEERDFHARELNA
RBUNFRFEATO L, AR S K. o




What Are Some of the Signs of Regeneration?

EEXEFTEINR?

There are many signs. These 3 are the most basic & important ones

1) Have you received a new nature that make you delight in God,
in His Word and spiritual matters? Do you just come to church as

a routine? For social gathering, programs & activities? Remember
born again Christians are “partakers of God’s Divine nature”.

2) Has there been growth in you Christian life? in your
relationship with God? Or has it been just stagnant?
Bear in mind life grows & multiplies but dead things don’t grow.

3) Is there an assurance within you that you belong to God and
have you ever heard an inner voice of the Holy Spirit that made
you cry “Abba Father” to God? (Rom # 8:15-16). This is very
important because the Holy Spirit dwells within a born again
Christian. He is “a seal, a deposit, a guarantee from God” on our
redemption. (Eph. #1:13-14)



What Can You Do If You Have Not Been Born Again?

ERBEEZEEMR?

1) You can believe God and seek Him. “And without faith it is
impossible to please God, because anyone who comes to Him
must believe that He is and that He rewards those who earnesté%/

seek Him. AJEA 1. AR FFER. BAIATITR
AN LEERR, BEHE BANF KA A, (Heb. &11:6)

2) You can be honest with God and admit that you haven’t been
born again yet but you really want to be born again (honestly).

3) Check if there is any obstacle preventing the Holy Spirit’s work
to regenerate you (much like Nicodemus’ obstacles). God loves
to bring you into His kingdom because:

“For God so loved the world that He gave His one and only Son,
that whoever believes in Him shall not perish but have eternal
life.” (John 3:16)

“AEEA. EEMRRGBLETHEMEM, H—FRE,
FERT. RIFRE" (4345 3:16)



Response Song — In the Image of God

IEIJE;.#%X e S

m i

'\" = 29 4
@ w ph | :: ,
'/ Martha Branham

Sings
IN T H

E
(el  |IMAGE
1

A song by John W. Peterson |]|: E D







ThelMysteries, Misconceptions &
thekTruth of Regeneration

CEX)

BB ~ SREEFO

e ’ .:
Maryland Gospel Church AP IMBET#HET 6-20-27



