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1 When the day of Pentecost came, they were
all together in one place. 2 Suddenly a sound
like the blowing of a violent wind came from
heaven and filled the whole house where they
were sitting. 2 They saw what seemed to be
tongues of fire that separated and came to
rest on each of them. 4 All of them were filled
with the Holy Spirit and began to speak in
other tongues as the Spirit enabled them.



Acts {EGE 17 (& 2: 37-39
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37 When the people heard this, they were cut to
the heart and said to Peter and the other aposties,
“Brothers, what shall we do? 38 peter replied,
“"Repent and be baptized, every one of you, in the
name of Jesus Christ for the forgiveness of your
sins. And you will receive the gift of the Holy
Spirit. 39 The promise is for you and your children
and for all who are far off--for all whom the Lord
our God will call.”




Acts EE 1T & 8:14-17
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14 When the apostles in Jerusalem heard that
Samaria had accepted the word of God, they
sent Peter and John to them. '° When they
arrived, they prayed for them that they might
receive the Holy Spirit, 1® because the Holy
Spirit had not yet come upon any of them; they
had simply been baptized into the name of the
Lord Jesus. 17 Then Peter and John placed

their hands on them, and they received the
Holy Spirit.




Acts (EGE1T{E 19:1-2
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1 While Apollos was at Corinth, Paul took the
road through the interior and arrived at Ephesus.
There he found some disciples 2 and asked
them, "Did you receive the Holy Spirit when you
believed?” They answered, "No, we have not
even heard that there is a Holy Spirit.“



Acts (EGE1T{E 19:3-6
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3 So Paul asked, "Then what baptism did you
receive?” "John's baptism,” they replied. ©“ Paul
said, "John's baptism was a baptism of
repentance He told the people to belleve in the
one coming after him, that is, in Jesus.“ ° On
hearing this, they were baptized into the name
of the Lord Jesus. © When Paul placed his
hands on them, the Holy Spirit came on them,
and they spoke in tongues and prophesied.
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Introduction 5| =

Today‘s sermon marks the sixth message in my
series on the Holﬁ\g Spmt

SEERBEBRIINE RED,

As | continue exploring this topic, it seems there are
more and more aspects that need to be addressed.

fEEFALEIRFNEREERE, MFAHRHESHNEaETRE—TBHE.

So this series could extend into next year, potentially
becomln the longest ’ve preached so far.

L@%ﬂja EEERIAE, WkARFKIESBILBRARENR,

Am | over-emphasizing this topic? | asked myself
this question and considered it careful
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My conclusion is NO. We cannot preach enough
about the Hol}%ﬁ?mt and here are the reasons why:
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Introduction 5| =

1. The Holy Spirit is God and the representative of
Christ on earth. He indwells us and is meant to guide
our daily lives throughout our lifetime. The more we
know Him, the more we can be transformed through
our mteractlonf with Him.

DHSW, HEREEE LORE. WIERMEE_—t3e
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2. The power for victorious living and effective
ministry comes from the HO% Spirit. Without Him,

we are powerless. ?“zﬁ'ﬂ A EFIRINSEZERNN=KE
HE, 261, EEE

3. In many evangelical circles today, the subject of
the Holy Spirit is often neglected. This imbalance
must be addressed with more teaching on this vital

t
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I GRS E R R,




Sermon Overview ;& & {iI &

Today’s topic is challenging, with diverse opinions
and some controversy, yet it is crucial for our
understanding

SKIEEEEHEE, FEARNER, HERFEE, (BEE
EXEHRFIEEREER.,

Today’s message raises some important questions

SEAEEEIH T L E SRS

1. What are the criteria for receiving the Holy Spirit?

FEZEENFFREE?
2. When does a believer receive the Holy Spirit?
(SHE(TEIFHRRZEE?

3. What are the signs or experiences that indicate
someone has received the Holy S£irit?
==
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At the end, we will hear a testimony
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Requirements for receiving the Holy Spirit

9 % BB E R (F
On the day of Pentecost, the Apostie Peter, in his
preaching, laid out three requirements for receiving

the Holy Spirit

h AR, (EfEEEEFERTIL T =EIE22 =G

These three requirement, as stated in Acts 2:38-39,
are: 1. Repentance, 2. Faith, and 3. Baptism. i
5= (ElFE S EEI 752553839602 1. 1822, 2.48(5, 3. ik,
However, we need to have a better understanding of
these requirements than just knowing their names. 741,
RMRELEE(FFBEFRAN TE, MAEEZENECMINREF.
3 years ago | went into the details of “Repentance” and
“Saving Faith” in 2 sermons preached on 8/15/2021 &
9/26/2021. 3], BT 20215E88 150 9826 AMIMEAE
AR s “iEe” 1 "SREIE0”

Those who are serious about understanding repentance

and saving faith can download the sermon scripts for
these messages from our church website JfLt2HEIPRIS
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Anomalies EEFE 4

When we come to Acts chapters 8 and 19, we find
some abnormal situations.

SEMRIEETEE/\EHTHER, BFER—EAIESHER.
In Acts 8, Peter and John found believers in Samaria
who had been baptized but had not %(et received the

Holy Spirit. £ (IE6E178) B/\SHSHVMITIREISFIEZRY
[EHEC&ERZ 7k, (BERFEAEZEE.,

Likewise, in Acts 19, Paul encountered baptized
followers of Apollos who also had not received the

Holy Spirit._ £ ({EiE17{8) %‘HLEFF REEER iR ZERIFT
fiE, fti{F3 27:5'5 {BERERFRBEZ

So how do we explain why these baptlzed believers in
Acts 8 and 19 did not receive _the Hol_;_( S|_)__irit?
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There are different explanations for the anomalies of
the Samaria and Ephesus believers.

ISR S LR FRISHERN RS IRIE B A RIRIRFE.




How to Explain It ¥ {1 fi} i=

Some argue that these events are exceptions because
they represent church formations outside the Jewish
territories for the first time. HLt A2 HSLEEHEHIIM,

EREMERAAERT MAALZIMIZERRK.

They suggest that the aposties from Jerusalem
needed to personally "authenticate™ these believers
and establish the church in those re ions I(Ephesmns

2:19-20). {tFIE SR EEPESIELQRIEGER2RA 2] BE(E
EREHR, ﬁmiﬁﬁ&lﬁ“ﬂ!nn@.@ﬁl@ (LAgBPRE 2:19-20),

Others, particularly Pentecostals, believe that
receiving the Holy Spirit is a two-stage process.

F—EA, ShERhHIK, RANTEREE—EMESERINEIE.

They think at conversion, the Holy Spirit indwells a
believer, but later, the individual undergoes "baptism
of the Holy Splrlt" receiving power and manifesting

ﬁls such as speakln?I in ton ues and 1zrorhesym

WEHT Fishs, 2 JEi"l.:.fiF:'l,‘FI:I {821 i
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How to Explain It ¥ {1 fi} i=

Another perspective is that the believers in Samaria
and Ephesus had not been genuinely converted before
the aposties Peter, John, and Paul intervened.

=TGR A, HESHImHILIGEPTRISEE RS, OBk
BAANZAI, UACEEREES.

Each of these views has merit, and they are not mutually
exclusive. The true explanatlon ma be a combination of

all three. ELERTEIHHIEH, MBI AEHHIR. EIEREE
AJEEREFIA=EEHHIES.
Personally, | lean toward the third view—that the

Ephesian and Samaritan believers were not fully
converted before their encounters with the aposties.

MEEAMS, FRIAESE=1EEHR, BLAFEERFEESFIAESHEE
JEEE{EF:ZHJEE*E HIFE(E.

Below are my reasons LI TE2HATEHR:

1. Peter clearly stated in Acts 2:38-39 that the criteria
for receiving the Holy Spirit involve repentance and

faith in Jesus. BEE7E ((F5E17E) 2:38-39 BBiEISH, E=ED
ZAF IS TEHBER,




The Root of the Problem [ RE B R iR

2. In Acts 19, Paul pointed out that the disciples of
Apollos had only been baptized for repentance (19:4),
and that they needed to believe in the One who came
after John the Baptist, namely Jesus, and be baptized
in the name of Jesus. So the problem with these
believers was that they had the wmngI oly_ect of faith.
EEETE195R, (RESHRENPIER=ES 7 S8BT
El?lﬁ'&?— 999 4), ﬂMFBaa%*E{.:.ﬂBT‘ ﬁin.i'&?—ﬁ’:liﬁu«“?liﬂtlﬂllu i
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3. In contrast, the problem with the Samaritan
believers in Acts 8 seems to be repentance. They had
heard the gospel from Philip, a disciple of Jesus, who
would have made it clear that they should believe in
Jesus. So the Samaritan’s faith was unlikely in

tpuestlon At Z T, BRI (SERIRRE U F1En e £, (b

{3 7 HREFAYFIGE ﬂilﬁllﬁmﬁﬂ’.‘l?m HFSEE SR tEMIESE(SER
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The Root of the Problem [ fE B 1R &

However, among the Samaritan believers was Simon,
a former sorcerer (Acts 8:9-13). Acts 8:18-24 reveals
that Simon had not truly repented even after being
baptized, as he still harbored wickedness in his heart

and was bound by sin. ?Aff1, {EEISFISESER, B—(ELiRY
1TIBHTAYTEPT ({H4E1TE 8:9-13), {HiEIT{H 8:18-24 SRR,
EEFET _v.ﬁ'éf" KREIFIER, EZ ﬂi’.'uﬂlﬂﬂi'l%ﬁ%@. T

Since Simon had been a popular figure among the
Samaritans due to his magical feats, it is likely that
many of his followers also became believers and were
baptized, but without genuine repentance like Simon

HASEPILABITERFE ZEESRIE AN, aIgeRsTZIRMEMEAY
ABETESIZE, 1E1§EF5—#¥IEEEEIE'I§ESI

Romans 8:9 states, “If anyone does not have the Spirit
of Christ, he does not belong to Christ.”. Therefore we
can conclude that the Samaritan & Ephesian believers
was not fully converted before receiving the Holy Spirit.

EHE8I R [ \GBEENE, ABES | EitFFInLlSH
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What is Conversion ? T EE R i IS ?

The short definition of conversion is a U-turn back to God

ERERY R E R E RO E AR

Jesus, here

/
7 | come, | come
MADE RIGHT ’

HE &% -

WRONG WAYS

Repent




What is Conversion? { i 2 B {E?

Conversion is like a

coin, ithastwo 4 _ ) 4 ﬁ«"‘ EBa %}g@—*ﬁﬁﬁ
sides. ESEE T SIERE M,

On one side is : = , —HE =84,

repentance and & 2—mEE,
on the other is faith. —— =

Faith and repentance are born
together, live together and thrive
together.

(ELEEY B—RHE. —R%EE. —REkE
<7 No man can repent of sin without

CH Swraeor, ' DEUEVING IN Jesus, nor believe in
CiR ! Jesus without repenting of sin.
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A Root Problem — (B R & 5 58

Unfortunately, modern evangelism often emphasizes only
faith in Jesus Christ, while repentance IS either downplayed

or completely ignored. AZERIE, RIVEESEER] Eﬁﬂ
EPSFEZERIED, MBrXNEEE IR, EET2ERR.

Even if there Is a call to confess sin, It is often just a simple
verbal admission of “l am a sinner” or a mechanical
repetition of a vague “sinner’s prayer” after a counselor.
Eﬂﬁﬁﬁﬂﬂ EEI'J"? = Lﬁ;% /\E% HgDJEE‘WE ﬁ%—ﬂﬂi E-A" '
sk B MU IR E S 5 X F B E(FEEMNRIEES

We must ask this question: Can this type of evangelism
lead to enume conversion?

Feffiws EF:E EEERE P IEEH KRR IERIERSIS?

According to Acts 2:38, anyone who has not truly repented
or does not have genuine faith in Jesus fails to meet the
requirements for receiving the Holy Spirit.

*E!E (EEGETTER) 2: 38, RE*MEIE'IEESCE SBHIPFERE(R
LEIA, SRS RRERNENK,




The serious consequence of neglecting repentance results
In churches filled with unrepentant unregenerated believers

without the indwelling Holy Spirit. ZIgIBIlEELAL R E2ER]
S HETTim S RIErY. *EE*I] EEAERESEHEE -

| need to replay a video which | used in a sermon | preached

three years ago on “Conversion”. i R EEE=FRIFKE—R
FAnS "ERIE" RUEEErREARYAREE -

This is a video by Pastor Bin Yu FR$EP (ME XS ERES
[ Far East Gospel Broadcasting, West Canada)
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Correcting the Problem #Y IE R 58

Even though many believers have not fuﬁz repented, but
thank God, He is patient and gracious.{&& EEBRE

ey, (BRSHNERT, SEH, As long as they keep their
faith, there is hope that the Holy Spirit will lead them to

genuine repentance some day. ,\E{MFB?%%"-{"'{[IJ BEEEE
%ET‘ ffIEEL, EB—BHFENPIEIERN.

Remember, one of the primary ministries
howlGodfseesime of the Holy Spirit is to convict people of

sin by revealing their true fallen sinful

% nature. o8, DENFETEZ—REFEA
TR . BRLMEEES. FEndi

Another key ministry of the
Holy Spirit is sanctification,
Imparting the character of
Christ into the life of God’s
children. E"fﬁﬂgva—1|EIE§Hﬁk :
DEAEEA HEENm
E&?AWEGEE&E




When does a believer receive the Holy Spirit

EREMTEREREAEZTEE

According to Acts 2:38 and Ephesians 1:13- 14, believers
receive the Holy Spirit at the moment of salvation (that Is
conversion), which involves repentance and faith in Jesus

Christ. 18 {{SHE1TE) 2 38 i ((u%ﬁﬁi)) 1:13-14, (SHES

B (ENSRSHHER BASEE: MHSES 7 ITXAIEE

The reception of the Holy Splrlt IS also closely tied to the

believer‘s regeneration. ”E“E“ﬂiﬁiﬁzsiﬁiﬁﬂﬂﬂii?z’":tmﬁﬁﬁ

Many view regeneration and conversion as the same event.
But Blbllcally and logically they are separate events. ¥ A&
SEHIEGERE —#FE 5. (BRIBEEEERE, SRAEMUSEIS.

But which comes first? regerl_eration or conversion?
(BIf—({E5EER? EEESEHE?

| side with reformed theology that regeneration precedes

faith. i-ti'ihi'ﬁim?ﬂimﬂﬂﬁﬁ BIEEAESGISER(S.

Let us watch the following short video clip by the famous
reformed theologian R. C. Sproul on thls subject
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When does a believer receive the Holy Spirit
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Does Regeneration Precede Faith? By R. C. Sproul
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Signs that One Has Received the Holy Spirit

ARZETEZENITFR

In a sermon titled “What Does It Mean to Receive the
Holy Spirit?”, Pastor John Piper carefully analyzed the
signs that one has received the Holy Spirit from the
Book of Acts.

F=25 [ESEESHFETE? | P—RHER, 8- kS
HEMF DR 7 (EE T ERIEZ R EATIFR

The following are some good key points in his message

VAT tfS!
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1. Piper notes that all descriptions of receiving the Holy Spirit
portrayed by Luke in the book of Acts are experiential —
people know they have received the Spirit because they can

pomt to specific events and clear effects in their lives.

RIS, EIE (EGETTE) PETRRIHE RS aRIrEREE
B —— APAEECES T8, ARSI Le T
BEERSHHIB CEasRRIIBEREMEFINIR.




Signs that One Has Received the Holy Spirit

ARZETEZENITFR

2. The question Paul asked the disciples in Ephesus, "Did
you receive the Holy Spirit when you believed?“ indicates
that Paul also expects people to know they have received
the Holy Spirit through a specific experience, not by
believing it has happened unconsciously.

= IRAE Fnﬂl;l%ﬁﬁﬂﬂF'iﬁ [{RFIERIES ﬂi“ﬁz?gﬁiﬁﬁ ? | 3R0EP
REBIRET LA TR (S EEIEBISEREEEAIS B CCERR
TEE, MARHGEEHSREANARHEERET.

3. Piper pointed out that many modern evangelicals
assume reception of the Holy Splrlt IS automatic with
faith in Christ. In contrast, Paul’s question suggests
that receiving the Spirit Is a separate, recognizable

experience.
ki, SFERUERERIEEEE—BBEES, BB
B W, A, REMNNEER, (tEAESEEE—iE
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Signs that One Has Received the Holy Spirit

AETEZENTR

4. In modern evangelical thought, receiving the Holy
Spirit is often considered a logical deduction based on
the fact of faith. However, in Acts, the reception of the
Spirit is marked by observable experiences and effects.

EREEIREER, RREEEEEESEISENEEME?
HEam, P40, {F ((Eﬁ‘:’f:rlﬁ)) ?E “Ez?%?%%u_.l&ﬁg Fp9aE
lﬁ*ﬂx&%ﬁﬂi

| would point out that Piper’s sermon focused on the
visible signs of people receiving the Holy Spirit based on
the Book of Acts X - _

%ﬂﬁ ﬁg IR BT E R EE (R E T ERARZ T EEER

However, elsewhere in the Bible, we can find other strong
evidence that people have received the Holy Spirit, but
without visible signs.

PAmn, fE Eaf’é‘éﬂﬁﬁﬂﬂﬂi’.ﬁ FeFII LA ZI EL 8 ORISR,
RIfACEERZ TEE, (BRARRENITR.

h




Observable Signs of Receiving the Holy Spirit

RRETJTEEJZEIM IR

| am listing from the Bible some observable & unobservable
signs that indicate a person has received the Holy Spirit.

FIREEZERTIE—EAERZ 7 EEEZTRNAT RIS

| provide the Biblical references, but due to time constraints, |
cannot go into the details.

ﬁ?ﬂ&?ﬁ%ﬁﬁ%‘é}‘c (BERESHEIRS, LR,

External Observable Signs 9ME 7&&%%5“&95‘)]‘%

1. Speaking in Tongues RAS
Acts [5E1TE 2:4, 10:44-46, 19:6

2. Prophesying / preaching 3R¥ES / B8
Acts (5E1TE 19:6; 2:14-37

3. Boldness in Preaching or Witnessing KiE{E:Sek R 5
Acts (E5E1TE 4:31

4. Exercise of Spiritual Gifts BERIBALER
1 Corinthians g#Za1E 12:7-11

5. Visible Change in Behavior {74 LBPEERIPNE:
Acts (B5ETTE 2:42-47

~




Unobservable Signs of Receiving the Holy Spirit

RRETEEATHRZI BN IR

Internal Unobservable Signs RAI{EATERZZIRIIFSR

1. New Birth (Regeneration) ==&
John QEgfEs 3.5-8

2. The Spirit’s Inner Conviction of Sin ERERELITERISES
John #J83tRE16:8

3. Assurance of Salvation SHBEE
Romans ZgEBZ2 8:16
4. The Spirit’s Voice BEEMNET
John &J8tes10:27; Acts {d4E1T{E 8:26; 13:2
5. The Spirit’s Guidance EBEERIS|E
Romans 2882 8:14; Acts {#E17{E 16:6-10
6. Spiritual Fruit BBEERYEREF
Galatians JRIAKE 5:22-23

7. Inner Transformation of Mind and Heart R{E S B ETEMY,
Romans 28562 12:2




The Testimony of David Pawson
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Ending Words 4% &

How would you answer Paul‘s question to Apollo’s followers

in Ephesus: “Did you receive the Holy Spirit when you

believed?” 1f_€_ﬁ!luﬁlﬁlﬁﬁé” .rju#:ﬁﬁﬂfll!'.l,&- EEBE%‘TEEEI?JF-:EEE
“IRENGIES TEERT?

Are there specific events In your Christian journey that you

can point to and confidently say, “Yes, | am certain that |

have received the Holy Spirit.

B BEETELIZE, E*ﬁ —E QRIS I LA (RS EMER:
[2h), REEHCEESZTEE] ?

Have you ever heard the Holy Spirit speak to you and feel HIS

presence inside? {RABEiRBIEREEE{RRaE, RSZREEIRE

m? (my sheep hear my voice ﬁﬂﬂﬂéﬁﬁﬁﬂﬂg"‘\]ohn #910:27 ),

Do you know what your spiritual gift(s) are, and in what
capacity God has called you to serve HIm?

WE'*%I] EEE‘.EICIEEEMEE VAR IS (RLARIE R TR ARSEE?

Has your life changed since becoming a Christian, and can
you recognlze the fruit of the Spirit in your life? anggg

iER, (RAYEasBrENs? 1“55%2% FERRIRFEIREasRIG?




Ending Words & iE

If your answer to the above questions is yes, congratulations

—the Holy Spirit dwells within you. However, don‘t be

complacent, as He has a lifetime of work ahead to transform
you and equip you for Christian service.

U R RSB S, RE, EECEA NI,
ERSHERER, BREGEE— N TIFBERE LE, Sxe

R EEIRIESEE.

If, however, you cannot definitively answer yes, then
perhaps something is hindering you from full repentance
and genuine faith.

7Amn, WRIPAEEIBFEEDIE (2] , ABEAIEERTERAERE
PHEH T2 IEESIWE.:FJZEI'H EEE,

But don’t give up, because God is patient and gracious. The
Holy Spirit will continue working in you to bring about full

conversion. (BAENZE, AAHBLEMIIEZ, EETSAEER
ICRI{E, BERMERIR2REES.

My adV|ce Be mindful and sensitive to the Holy Spirit

?tH‘JE . BRI I RITENIR
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