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Context of the Parable HEkMETX

The 5 Parables is a Pepper's Guide
Mt. 24:43-44 Thief break-in — be watchful & prepared
Mt. 24:45-51 Household managers — be good & faithful
Mt. 25:1-13 _10 virgins — be watchful & well prepared
Mt. 25:14 Asset managers - be diligent & faithful
Mt. 257 4A46 Sheep & goats - be kind to the
last sermon this sermon
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Matthew 25 : 14-18

14 "Again, it will be like a man going on a journey, who
called his servants and entrusted his property to them.
15 To one he gave five talents of money, to another
iwo talents, and to another one talent, each according
o his ability. Then he wen#on his journey.

16 The man who had received the five talents went at
once and put his money to work and gained five more.
17 So also, the one with the two talents gained two
more.

18 But the man who had received the one talent went
off, dug a hole in the ground and hid his master's
money.




19 "After a long time the master of those servants
returned and settled accounts with them.

20 The man who had received the five talents brought
the other five. 'Master,’ he said, 'you entrusted me with
five talents. See, | have gained five more.’

21 "His master replied, 'Well done, good and faithful
servant! You have been faithful with a few things; | will

put you in charge of many things. Come and share
your masters happiness!

22 "The man with the two talents also came. 'Master,

he said, 'you entrusted me with two talents; see, | have:
gained two more.’
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23 "His master replied, 'Well done, good and faithful
servant! You have been faithful with a few things; | will
put you in charge of many things. Come and share your
Imaster's happiness!’

24 "Then the man who had received the one talent came:

Master,' he said, 'l knew that you are a hard man,
harvesting where you have not sown and gathering
Where you have not scattered seed.

25 So | was afraid and went out and hid your talent in the
ground. See, here is what belongs to you.’

26 "His master replied, "You wicked, lazy servant! So you
Knew that | harvest where | have not sown and gather
Wwhere | have not scattered seed?




27 Well then, you should have put my money on deposit
with the bankers, so that when | returned | would have
feceived it back with interest.

28 "'Take the talent from him and give it to the one who

has the ten talents.

29 For everyone who has will be given more, and he will
have an abundance. Whoever does not have, even what
Ae has will be taken from him.

30 And throw that worthless servant outside, into the
darkness, where there will be weeping and gnashing of
teeth.’




Compare the 2 Parables B EAE S 255
In Mathew 25 1y W {8 H

E K Matt. 25:1-13 EE K Matt. 25:14-30

Wise and Foolish Virgins  Parable of the Talents

BHAREBHHELX SH(EES LR

Need to Watch Need to Work
=2EE E I 1f
Be Well Prepared Be Productive
ZERE ZEE R B
BOTH parables characterize those who WAIT!
P {181 L My &1 2 e i R 21 <545 = [B] 2R 19 A




Parable of the Talents o BF 9 tE i
What is a talent (fth:#E#F)?

A talentis a weight measure (about 75 Ibs.) of coins (gold

/silver/bronze). It was a unit of currency used in ancient
Greek and the Roman Empire.

In Jesus’ time, a talent would be equivalent to about 20
years’ worth of earnings/savings

A talent of silver coins is worth about US
$30,000 today (@5$25/0z.)

A talent of gold coins is worth about US
$2.3 milliontoday (@5$1,925/0z.)

]

So atalentisavery @Ete i o tity Juguibe:,
large sum of money =% ™ A = ETT e S
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The Parable Has 3 Episodes  tEIR A Y = 1B HED

1 Eplsodel F—H:.v14-15

. Master’s asset allocation.
He distributes his assets amoni his 3 servants

IA#EME’]EFH’:ﬁ%S:{EH

The servants get into actions.
They put their capitals to work

' ?;&AﬁHmﬁ§quﬁ%Mﬁmﬁﬁ

Episode3 =%:v19-30

\
LIS Q) \\\ The master returns and settle accounts
M dbs< gy With his servants

* ABIRREAM“FEIR”




Analogies of the Parable b Ifi oh A9 #5 LG
MasterE A = Lord Jesus FERSFEE

Servants £ A = Jesus’ followers (us) BRERRYFSTE (F1F9)

Distribution of talents Endowment of spiritual gifts, task,
== opportunities and responsibilities

EElsEk BFEERG - HE - EFNEE
Return of the master __ 2nd coming of Christ
FABRIEK = EEFZREKE
Accounting report __ Judgment before the seat of Christ
RFHRES — EERANESH
Profit  Growth in spiritual gifts & increase in
== opportunities
=8 EEHpgk. #E808M

Asset buried __ Neglected spiritual gifts, opportunities let go

R THISEE —RET B‘JEmMﬂ% EERTHEE




The Master’s Asset Allocation £ A B = E 97 it

The master entrust his enormous wealth generously to his
servants. Every servant was given some talent(s)

it is said, “When He ascended on high He led a host of captives,
and He gave gifts to men.” & L:8. "#H £ =S XMEE. T
. ﬁ%ﬁm B3 E % A (Eph 75 4:8)

Every true Christian receives spiritual gift(s) from the Holy Sprit
for ministry. Everyone has a job to do to serve the Lord.

Each one should use whatever gift he has received to serve others,
falthfully administering God's grace in its various forms. & A Z R f

SRR BRI RS, 1’E*$Eﬁz | B5 R 37 E 3K (1 Pet 1B 4:10)

The master gave different amounts to his servants. He knows
how much each servant can handle.

For by the grace given me | say to every one of you: Do not think
of yourself more highly than you ought, but ..in accordance with
the measure of faith God has given you. We have different gifts,
according to the grace given us. X RZfFBEMEA. HIRMS AR
. FTEFECEBRERN  BERE HFE%%“%M.:JUE’]MM

EEAAThE.  BERBLEMANESE  EMSEFRNELS.
(Romans # & £12:3, 6)



The Servants’ Actions % A 1§ £§ BY 7 &

Servant# 1

Went AT ONCE (B E).He

wasted no time and took e =
aggressive investment strategy |

Gained five more talents
and doubled his return

Servant # 2

Also (F8 £%) did the same
asservant#1

So if you are not as smart, just
model after the smart guys



The Servants’ Actions 2% A 1§ £E BX 17 &)

Servant # 3

Take it easy (B R).
He doesn’t want to take any risk.
He wants to play it safe.

He doesn’t want to put too much
stress on himself worrying about
the market’s volatility

He dug a hole in the ground and
hid his master’s one talent

Then he can relax, e R
have a good time and == O~
enjoy his life T et

Privately he doesn’t think his master is a good man.
Benefiting his master is not in his interest.
“Why should | do the hard work & he reap the profit?”



Day of Reckoning 3 IR Z H

After a long time the master of those servants returned
and settled accounts with them. Itis report card time.

“For we must all appear
before the judgment seat
of Christ, that each one
may receive what is due
him for the things done
while in the body, whether
good or bad.. Since, then,
we know what it is to fear
the Lord, we try to il
persuade men’ i

éﬁﬁﬁ%k~%ﬁﬁggi
SRiRiEdiR. WFARE |
FSFITH. SHERESR W\
- FEPIBEXhE £ 2 rI=hY.
ﬁﬁD)\EJJAu e 7
(2 Corinthians ¥ Z &2 5:10-11)




Giving an Account to the Master [ A 3ZIE

Servant # 1 :"Master, you entrusted me with five talents.

L@@ K!l 1 have gained five more.'

He was excited & anxious to come to report to the master.
He was confident his master would be satisfied.

Then came Servant#2 | | i

He too was excited,
and confident his
master would be

satisfied with the
return he generated.

Their master was
indeed very pleased
and satisfied with
their results.




The Master’s Appraisal £ A B F &

Servant # 1 & #2 both received the
same appraisal from their master:

Commendation & :&:

“Well done! you good and
1 faithful” servant : c—

REX BEXBDLBIEA

2

Promotion H B |: “You have

been faithful with a few
things; | will put you in
charge of many things. {RTE _,
FEMELERD. REE A B
FZHEIRIMEE(TEKEE) &

3

Reward ﬁﬁ: “Come and

share your master's
happiness!”

ERZEZIREABRE.




What Matters is Faithfulness & Z B B 2

Servant # 1 & # 2 received different talents & made
different gains but received the same appraisal from the
master because it is not the quantity of gain that matters.
It is their faithfulness.

WE ARE CALLED What is faithfulness o35 Bil» ?
UPON NOT TO BE Biblical faithfulness requires
SUCCESSFUL BUT: belief in what God tells us who
TO BE FAITHFUL. He Is — His attributes. (Heb 11:6)

Faithfulness is unwavering commitment to finish what
God call us to do I% trusting Him to work thru us.
B EREABNER, FEAEEMERTI £ P THE
LR EELE TS,

“For we are God's workmanship, created in Christ Jesus
to do good works, which God prepared in advance for us
to do.” (Eph 2:10)

! TﬂFHJ?xEWﬁH’EEJZH‘J = aEMEENER), BRERFI]
SHNES, MEWHRATHLMIEMEY (36 2:10 FiESF)




Giving an Account to the Master [ A 3ZIE

Then came servant # 3, afraid, feeling guilty & shameful.
His defensive strategy is:

Accuse his masters= A eSSk

Putthe blame on his master:
1 “you are harsh & greedy "just § P
like Adam & Eve blamed God L

All sins rooted in a misconception of God

Ky
Excuse ¥ 0 : r
2 “I'was afraid” — afraid of you
because you are harsh &
afraid that | might suffer loss
since | am not as smart as others

|playitsafe4U LI & F:
So | hid your talent securely
3 in the ground so you can get it

back all without loss”. Here’s
100% of your money back!
| didn’t embezzle or spent any of it.




The Master’s Appraisal £ A B F &

The master was very unhappy with servant # 3’s report

Reproof S1&:; “You wicked,
lazy servant! So you knew
that " (you did it knowingly)

1 masz L R A BT
.. (R 2B HE)

Dismissal &= & : “Take the
talent trom hlm and give it _
_EE(J ” :

Rejection #ZEZ : “throw
that worthless servant
3 outside, into the darkness!”

:E‘: ":.i-JHl]{%A %‘T_:%
I A A




Judgment of the A IPE—FRYE A

One Talent Man

‘ Emphasis is on the 1 talent man, many lessons to learn from him ‘

On judgment day — the day of reckoning, the master’s 3 servants
were judged individually and independently. Not by comparison
to other servants.

Likewise : we must all appear before the judgment seat of Christ,
that each one may receive what is due him for the things done
while in the body, whether good or bad. A& E MR A. HEFXE
EESAEEHR. UWESAREERGMRITH. SiEFHEZH.
(2 Corinthians #£# 5:10)

On judgment day the number of “talents” will not matter.

The question will be, “Have we been faithful in our use of the
talents?” Even if you got only 1 talent, you will be held accountable

The one talent man’s sin is not what he did — but what he
didn’t do!

He was judged wicked & lazy because he wasted his life — the gifts ,
the tasks, opportunities and responsibilities entrusted to him




The Sin of Omission 1B F Z JE

The sin of omission - failure to act is a sin
Whoever knows what is right to do and fails to do
it, for himitis sin (James # & 4:17 RSV)
AEHETE. SITEIT. ESHEHMET

On judgment day many will be asking the Lord:
“when did we...?” T ! M EEE..0E?

(in the parable of sheep & goats 2 F LU F 8K
Mathew 25)

Ly

God will not hold us accountable for what we do not

have — but will hold us accountable for what we do
have.

Everything should be done with the day of reckoning
in mind.



Use It or Loose It 4 H HIJ

Use it or lose it means if we don't continue to practice
or use an ability, we might lose that ability.

This is true for our muscles and brain. If our brain is
not used enough daily, it will shrink & speed up the
process of aging & lead to Alzheimer's later on

It is equally true for the “talents” God gives us. If we
exercise our spiritual gifts, it will grow, if not we will
loose it. If we seize on opportunities God gives us, we
will be given more opportunities, otherwise we won’t
be given any.

“For everyone who has will be given more, and he will

have an abundance. Whoever does not have even
what he has will be taken from him. %FLEE’J 12210

et NUfhEEs. BERY. EfFFER. LEERR, "
(Mat % 25: 29)

Use it or lose it - This is God’s principle of the talents.




What a Wasted Life! RE TR AL fp

| ; m orris S Zé?g 6[

» A street person in Los Angeles, CA

» Roamed about in dark alleys, sleeping out-
of-doors, carrying everything he owned in
an old shopping cart.

«On December 14, 1989, he was found dead in an
alley. Died of natural causes, with three dollars in
his pocket and an untouched fortune in 3 bank
accounts totaling $207,421.

In 1979, Morris’ father died and left him the money. §
When Morris did not claim it, the Division of |
Unclaimed Property tracked him down, and his
family forced him to acceptit. He did not show up
at the ceremony when the cash was awarded. He e
took enough of the money to buy an old car, where s
he sleptin bad weather. Relatives rented him an

apartment; he never went there.




What a Wasted Life! RE TR AL fp

Could It Be That We Do No
. B = Better Than Morris Siegel?
- EBLEDNE -TJZ
FwﬁﬁgﬁTﬂﬁ

g > %_ ;JIL;E;;UEO

,,., ,f- | &ﬂ"LE%TWEI’J 1
Bassd = T
rBIessmgs wewaste? BT, KX
»Talents - we bury? i F BB E

» Opportunities - we pass?

"There is no one righteous, not even one; there is ho one who

understands, no one who seeks God. All have turned away, they have
together become worthless” (Romans 3:10-12)

W& ERrs,  [RBERA. E—f EIEE f =B Eal. 28
KR . FEREEEIENE. —RE (FBEE3:10-12)




Dothe Math F+ & — P

Many Christians, especially those in big churches, feel
that they are unimportant, not needed and won’t
make any difference in the church. They are wrong.

Consider this in a typical church:

Five 5 talent man produce 25 talents
Fifteen 2 talent man produce 30 talents
Eighty 1 talent man produce 80 talents
Total 100 man produce 135 talents

If everyone in the church is productive, the 1 talent
guys collectively contribute more to the church than
all the 5-talent guys and the 2-talent guys COMBINED !!



Don’t Bury Your One Talent

Don’t Waste Your 1 Vote Treasureyour God
JE given privilege, opportunity

and responsibility

VOTE EARLY, In Person Oct. 26 - Nov. 2 ,

IN-PERSON VOTER REGISTRATION AVAILABLE DURING EARLY VOTING AND ON ELECTION DAY

HeadCount.org/MakeYourVoteCount




The Decisive Vote

Dr. James Dobson




Story BehindtheSong ESAHH B & /Y H $

‘S 3F O]
Must [‘ |4 = r_jx/‘g_...m

In 1877, Rev. Charles C. Luther heard e
another pastor relate the Story of a young gormvam
man who was about to die. Baptist Minister

- AN JF |1 2 | B

The young man had only been a Christian for a
month. He was in deep sorrow because he had so

little time left to serve the Lord.
= W A W > W
He said, | am not afraid to die; Jesus saves me now.

But must | go empty handed?" This incident
prompted Rev. Charles C. Luther to write this hymn.
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