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1Some time after this, Jesus crossed to the far shore of
the Sea of Galilee (that is, the Sea of Tiberias),

2 and a great crowd of people followed him because
they saw the miraculous signs he had performed on
the sick.

3 Then Jesus went up on a mountainside and sat down
with his disciples.

4The Jewish Passover Feast was near.

>When Jesus looked up and saw a great crowd coming
toward him, he said to Philip, "Where shall we buy
bread for these people to eat?”

6 He asked this only to test him, for he already had in
mind what he was going to do.

’ Philip answered him, "Eight months' wages would
not buy enough bread for each one to have a bite!"
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Message Scriptures : John 6:1-13

8 Another of his disciples, Andrew, Simon Peter's
brother, spoke up,

9 "Here is a boy with five small barley loaves and two
small fish, but how far will they go among so many?"

10 Jesus said, "Have the people sit down." There was
plenty of grass in that place, and the men sat down,
about five thousand of them.

11 Jesus then took the loaves, gave thanks, and
distributed to those who were seated as much as they
wanted. He did the same with the fish.

12When they had all had enough to eat, he said to his
disciples, "Gather the pieces that are left over. Let
nothing be wasted."

13 So they gathered them and filled twelve baskets
with the pieces of the five barley loaves left over by
those who had eaten.

The Miracle of Feeding the 5,000
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— It is a familiar Bible story that even our
children know and can tell the story

— This miracle is known as feeding of the 5,000.
But the 5,000 only count men, if women and
children were included, it is more like 20,000

— This miracle is 5|gn|f|cant as it is the only
miracle recorded in all the 4 gospels

(A Mt14; af Mk 6; EE Lk 9; ] Jn 6)

— It has important implications and it serves
as an introduction to an extremely important
message Jesus delivered to the crowd later.

— It has important lessons for us to learn.
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Background of the Story #{ZEAIE=

Jesus and the disciples were so busy with all the needy
people thatthey didn't even have time to eat. So Jesus
invitedthemto get awayto a desolate place for some
much neededrest. Theytook a hoat acroess the northern
end of the Sea of Galilee to a spot in the country north of
Bethsaida (home of Philip, Andrew, and Peter).The
problem was, the crowds saw them go, ran around the lake
onfoot, and greeted them as they disembarked the hoat.

The disciples must have thought, “Oh no! We can’t get away
fromthese needy people!” But Jesus felt compassion for
them, These people weren'tfollowing Jesus hecause they
recognized Him as the Son of God, Some were fascinated
justseeing the miracles. Others needed miraculous
healing for themselves or their loved ones. But overall
theirreasons for following Jesus were misguided and
superficial.

The Scriptures said “When Jesus saw a large crowd, he
had compassion onthem, because they were like sheep
without a shepherd..(and they were tired and hu‘nggy)..
Then Jesus directed the people to sit down (reclined /lie
down) on the green grass in groups. (Mark é)”
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Do you realize what Jesus was doing?He was
setting up a scene and acting out an OT verse
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Then Jesus directed the people to sit down (recline e s o el i
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Question: What OT verse was Jesus setting
up the scene for and acting it out ?

Compare the above scene to this one described in LI FTHEERENEBHAZEN

= o - '(T y -H-m
a favorite OT verse. What verse is it ? (ﬁggﬂt—iﬁg%tbﬁ)o {mﬁuﬁ%gg%%;%gu% ?
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Psalm 23:1-2 “The LORD is my shepherd; (though
| am hungry) | shall not want. (Il am tired) He

makes me lie down in green pastures. He leads me
to restful waters.”




A Test for the Disciples 8 P9 %E—{[ 8l Bsx

Jesus said to Philip, "Where shall we buy bread for
these people to eat?"He asked this only to test him, for
He already had in mind what He was going to do.
Questions: where ? Who ? What ? & How ?

Philip: Eight months' wages (lots of money) would not
buy enough bread for each one to have a bite!"

Other disciples (Mt 14) : Send the crowds away to
nearby villages and buy some food for themselves.

Jesus: They do not need to go away. You give them
something to eat. How many loaves (what)do you have?

Andrew: Here is a boy with five small barley

5,
loaves and two small fishes, but how far will they@' - {

go among so many? (lItis a drop in the ocean)

Jesus: Bring them (the kid’s meal, the inadequate
resources) here to me (Mt 14)

Answers to the Test Bl B By &5 =

Where ? Right here in this desolate place
Not in nearby villages

Who (is going to do it) ? Not them (the crowd)
You guys (disciples) give them something to eat

What (resources) ? Don’t think of money. Just
bring me what you have - the 5 loaves & 2 fishes
kid’s meal.

How ? Bring them (your insignificant resource)
to me (the all-sufficient Christ)
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The Making of a Miracle: God-Man Interaction

ERMABENEER WIS
Jesus could have called for manna to drop down
from heaven, but He didn’t do that
1) Jesus gave command:
“Bring them (the kid’s meal) here to me”

“Have them sit down in groups of about fifty each”
(take your seat in the banquet hall)

2) Man listened and did what was told
Faith is acting upon the word of God.

3) Jesus gave blessing - He gave thanks and broke them

4) Man participated in the making of this miracle - f% %
MERYZS M. It happened during the passing of the 5
loaves & 2 fishes from Jesus’ hands to his disciples’ and
then to the 15t. man in each group who passed it to the
next person until everyone got enough. The miracle
would stop if the passing stopped.

The Incredible Math of this Miracle
HE-BLIBGHNXE
Division becomes multiplication R 1% e 24
The loaves muliply as they were divided up

Subtraction becomes addition J& £ NEL:

As the food was passed out, more food appear:
“Give, and it will be given to you. A good
measure, pressed down, shaken together and
running over, will be poured into your lap” (Lk 6)

Insignificant becomes plentiful il 7~ B8 €l #g
ég? Turns a small kid’s meal into an all-you-

can-eat buffet for 20,000 with surplus of 12

baskets of leftover. This is inconceivable

Philip could do excellent mental arithmetic, but
he erred in not factoring Christ in his calculations

The Making of a Miracle: God-Man Interaction
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Purposes for Performing the Miracle
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- Satisfy the crowd’s physical hunger

- Guide the crowd to realize their spiritual
needs are much more important than their
physical needs

- Reveal His divinity.
Unfortunately the disciples didn’t get it even
after withessing this miracle (Mk 6:52)

- Teach Jesus’ followersthe secret of
meeting the world's overwhelming needs

- As a prelude to the proclamation that He is
the bread of life for mankind (Jn 6: 35, 51,563-54)

Lessons We Can Learn from this Story
EMPEENSo A2 3 AR

1) There are enormous needs in the world
(physically and spiritually needs)

2) God’s people are totally inadequate in
themselves to meet the world’s need

3) But Christ is all sufficient. He is more than
enough to meet people’s overwhelming needs
and He is not limited by our inadequacy

4) Christ meets the needs of people through His
inadequate people who yield their insignificant
resources to Him.
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Is the Miracle of feeding 5,000 Real?
LA —RHIEREERING?

Isit just a fairy tale or legend?

Isit still relevant today?

Canit happen againtoday?

“Jesus Christ is the same yesterday
and today and forever”
(Hebrews 13:8)

The eracle Contmues Even Today

George Miiller of Britain (1805 1898) is a man of faith. He
wanted to prove to the world God is alive and listens to
prayers. During his life he built an orphanage that raised up
>10,000 children. He also built 117 schools and provided
education to over 120,000 children. He did all this by faith

and prayer alone without asking people for donation
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ANSWERS TO PRAYER
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A Testimony of George Mueller BiaREIIRE

“The children are dressed and ready for school. But there is no

food for them to eat,” the housemother of the orphanage

informed George Mueller. George asked her to take the 300
children into the dining room and have them sit at the tables. He
thanked God for the food and waited. George knew God would
provide food for the children as he always did. Within minutes, a
baker knocked on the door. “Mr. Mueller,” he said, “last night |
could not sleep. Somehow | knew that you would need bread this
morning. | got up and baked three batches for you. | will bring it
in.”

Soon, there was another knock at the door. It was the milkman.
His cart broken down in front of the orphanage. The milk would
spoil by the time the wheel was fixed. So the milkman asked
George if he could use some free milk. George smiled as the

milkman brought in ten large cans of milk. It was just enough for
the 300 thirsty children.

The Miracle Contlnues Even Today (2)
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In Feb 2000, God gave Yang (age 71) a clear calling to go
to Kyrgyzstan (a Muslim country) to bring the children
inthat country to Christ thru Christian education.
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The Miracle Continues, Even Today (2)
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ElderYang started the ministry with his
ownh US$35K of retirement saving

which he saw as his b loaves and 2
fishes and placeditin the Lord’s hand.

The Miracle Continues, Even Today (2)
EEHMEZESNHALE
Captain/Elder C.5Yang R E R Z/M & (1929 -2017)

=

=1

(2)

BRZRAMECH=8IAFETENR
EREFBMIEESMBEETE, thES
EiEEH SRS —RBBMRRAEEMNF .

AE

With that small fund, Yang bought an E%\i’gﬁgﬁ?ﬂ%’ ﬂi"%-F Fﬁﬁ{"iﬁ’ﬁé

abandoned and tattered kindergarten, X FFE_@%‘W Eﬁﬂgéwgﬂﬁi—

hired some layoff workers and i B A B B R A 2 b B A

renovated the building to a very decent [ E?DIEEH'T%%@IEE%E’* =

schoolin just 5 months. The project o i AN

was seen as a miracle by authorities. BREEEEDSN—E HZ(E):] T AEFRIMH
In addition, Yang experienced another miracle.To Eﬁhgiﬁ%:}é%L— 35 ‘fﬁ% Eﬁﬁ Eﬁ*.u_%‘"
everyone’s surprise, the government granted him Eﬁ % . EREEBERF LR

an official license to operate a Christian school, the
firstever such instance in the Muslim world.

The Miracle Continues, Even Today (2)
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The eracle Contlnues Even Today (2)

Boarding school for kids with developmental
disabilities in Kemin

“Children's Home" orphanage in Kara-Balta

“Thisisa
uniqueand |
amiracle
mission.
Thedaily
expenses
of US$5,000
canonly be
supplied by
God.”
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The eracle Contlnues Even Today (3)

This testlmony was glven by Robert & Christine of
Mission in Actions afew years agoin GCAC

The missionaries of Mission in Actions were delivering
cleandrinking water to families in an African village.
Theyused a vehicle with a water tank to do the delivery

Theycame to the second last house when they saw that
family’s dwelling was onfire. So they use the clean
drinking water in the tank to put out the fire.

After the fire was put out, they finished their task by
delivering drinking water to the last family.

Allof a sudden, they were astonished. They realized their
water tank had only enough water for the lasttwo
families for drinking and they used up a lot of water to
put out the fire. So where did allthe water came from?

There was no explanation except that it was a miracle
similar to the feeding of the 5,000 in the Scriptures.

The Miracle Continues, Even Today (2)
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The Miracle Continues, Even Today (4)
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Testimony of Pastor Steve Cole
“36yearsagowhenlbeganas apastor (atage 30),l was
extremely unsure about whether| could do the job. | didn’t
know whetherl could come up with new sermons week after
weekwithout runningdry. | wasn’t sure about whetherl
could adequately shepherd God’s flock or fulfill the other
demandsofthe position.Sol told the Lord, “I'lltry it for three
yearsandsee where I'm at.” Although manyweeks | still feel
so overwhelmed withinadequacythatl thinkabout quitting,
byGod’s grace alone, I'm still serving as a pastor. Notext in
the New Testamenthas helped me do whatl do as much as
the story of Jesus’feeding of the 5,000

“Although Jesus’ disciples were completelyinadequateto
meetthe needsof this hungry crowd, they gavethe little that
they hadto the Lord, who blessed it and multiplied it so that
theycould distribute it to the people.That’'s been my
experiencefor3éyears now”

Ending Words 4% 2
The above testimonies prove the miracle of

feeding the 5,000 is very real and still very
relevant today

When we look around, we still see tremendous
needs around us and in the world.

Let us not get overwhelmed by the needs and
don’t get depressed by our inadequacy.

Let us not forget to factorin Jesus in our
calculation of our capacity. Jesus is all sufficient.
“And my God will meet all your needs according

to the riches of His glory in Christ Jesus” (Phil 4:19)

“Jesus Christ is the same yesterday and today
and forever” (Hebrews 13:8)

The Miracle Continues, Even Today (4)
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