Rapture or Tribulation ?

1 Thessalonians 4: 13-18
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The Second Coming of Christ
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Israel, God’s Alarm Clock for Christ’s Return
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End Time Messages k& it 15 B

~AEIS . End Time message are rarely
1:@?21% s = ""3, preached but are most needed today
/14- ¢ RS F! > as the Jesus’ 2" coming get closer &

I RC SR LI IR morre signs of His return unfolds

Itis an interesting but hard subject -
many seminary graduates have not
taken a course in prophecy

| Butthe H.S. helps us to understand.
He is the author & interpreter of Bible

Contmversml dlfferentwews in

theology. (

—
A .F.I'E_"F“

S - Butcarequé dﬂlgentstud%l_loftm
- A. » W Bible & with help from the

g -~ E7 o SV y distinguished Bible scholars, we
B EAN ,# Swi | cansortthingsout.

Viewed as negative message --thisis a gross misunderstanding

The return of Christ is not our nightmare but called our“Blessed Hope
B1ERIEREE ” and His 2" coming is to deliver us from the wrath of God




The Blessed Hope BimBIEEE

Forthe grace of God that brings salvation has appeared to all men.
It teaches us to saY “No” to ungodliness and worldly passions, and
to live self-controlled, upright and godly lives in this present age,

while we wait for the blessed hope--the glorious gpearln of our
great God and Savior, Jesus Christ, Titus 22 = 2: 11-1

X SHERARNEH, SERIFLER, HElHEFFREAHEAIC.
MitHANES, EOHET. o5, WSEH. ZRFFHEMIE.
WFZEXRIE, FOFFIREIPGFE SRR ERIR,

This hope is not wishful thinking, but assured . This “hope will not

disappointus. (Rom z& 5:9) becauseit is Fromlsed by our Lord
Jesus (John 14:3); by the angels (Acts 1:11) & by the apostles in
their epistles which are inspired by God.

Our hope is blessed - Loyful beyond expectation and measures
1) Those “asleep” in Christ will be resurrected & join us.

2) Our humble & perishable body will become non-perishable. |t

will be ! gllorlfled” and become like Christ.
3) Death will be “swallowed up” & we will be delivered from the

presence of sin
4) We will meet face to face with our Lord Jesus who loves us.

5) We will in the Lamb’s wedding feast (FEFRIIEE).....
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Promise of Blessmgs |n the Book of Revelation

B~ 8 R 5 8 B9 & 51

Blessed is the onhe who reads the words of
this prophecy, and blessed are those who
hear it and take to heart what is written in it,
because the time is hear. Revelation 1: 13

SIEE RS, WWL%%RLvH¢W
ﬂﬁm ti=fEn. EABHEhAR
Eﬂ'.rﬁ 1:3



What is the Rapture ? {1+ B =& # 2 ?

The rapture is described primarily in 1 Thessalonians 4:13-18 and 1

Corinthians 15:50-54.20 = #ZieAVimid F EcH 1T PhiEiZE el
BI=4:13-18 N2 SIAZBIE 15:50-54.

413 Rl THA. BAEESERMIAENE. ER(RFPHEE.
FEPLE e BIEERNA—E.

414 IS SEPEFFEMER S BPCETHPEREHE L RIA.
bt EARREF—RIHER., ¢

4:15 EPPIREREAGESFRI—EE. RiMEEE=F8HE
FIZFERRIA. ERFBETEAIEEETRIAZSE.

4:16 ElBEHRBIEXIFR. BIFIUAEE. IXFERHNES.
N #HAVERRE. IMEESEENR FRIARKEER.

417 LEEMASEEEFENA . LHtMA—REEIREIE
EEPEEHRE. B, ERFIREHIEXERE.

4:18 FRLAMTFIE RS LR 1R LN,




What is the Rapture ? {1+ B =& # 2 ?

The rapture is described primarily in 1 Thessalonians 4:13-18 and 1

Corinthians 15:50-54.20 = #ZieAVimid F EcH 1T PhiEiZE el
BI=4:13-18 N2 SIAZBIE 15:50-54.

4:13 Brothers, we do not want you to be ignorant about those who
fall asleep, or to grieve like the rest of men, who have no hope.

4:14 We believe that Jesus died and rose again and so we believe
that God will bring with Jesus those who have fallen asleep in him.

4:15 According to the Lord's own word, we tell you that we who are
still alive, who are left till the coming of the Lord, will certainly not
precede those who have fallen asleep.

4:16 For the Lord himself will come down from heaven, with a loud
command, with the voice of the archangel and with the trumpet call
of God, and the dead in Christ will rise first.

4:17 After that, we who are still alive and are left will be caught up
together with them in the clouds to meet the Lord in the air. And so
we will be with the Lord forever.

4:18 Therefore encourage each other with these words.




What is the Rapture ? {1+ B =& # 2 ?

Rapture - come from a Latin word meaning “snatch away 187E”

The word “rapture” is not found in the Bible, but the conceptis
clearly taught.

The rapture of the church is the event in which God “snhatches
away’ all believers who belongs to Him from the earth in order to
make way for His righteous judgmentto be poured out on the

earth during the tribulation period.

Mat. 24:40-41 implicitly describe the rapture: “Two men will be in
thefield; one will be taken and the other left. Two women will be
grinding with a hand mill; one will be taken and the other left. (*)

ApEsE, MIEAEEE. BNE—E. fT—(E. FmEAMEE.
EVE—E. M TF—{E. (K 24:40-41)

(") editors of the New English Translation Bible (NET) favor an
opinion that in Matthew 24:40-41 those who are taken away are
saved and those who are left behind are judged.




What is the Rapture ? {1+ B =& # 2 ?

The rapture is to be distinguished from the second coming.
They are two different events at different times

At the rapture, the Lord comes “in the clouds” to meet us
“in the air”

“Forthe Lord Himself will come down from heaven, with a loud
command, with the voice of the archangel and with the trumpet call
of God, and the dead in Christ will rise first. After that, we who are
still alive and are left will be caught up together with them in the
clouds to meet the Lord in the air.” (1 Thes i B14:16-17).

AAETLHBREXEE. aFpNEE. IXEERNES.

8 HESRERE. BELIEETE 1 ACEERE. lolffﬁ?}zﬁl_
AEERFEMNA. ©EMA—RHREIZE. £A=PhEEHEE

At the second coming, the Lord descends with us from the air all
the way to the earth to stand on the Mount of Olives, followed by
a defeat of God’s enemies.



Three Rapture Views = & # 1E #
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The Implications of Rapture Views FEI#IEH IS &

Post-trib. or
Mid-trib. Rapture

KRB PR

Pre-trib. Rapture
X OHT ] 1R

The next event Tribulation Rapture
T—H4= 7 K ® e
Who to meet Anti-Christ Christ
= Aal e~ 2 H
Whatto do Prepareto flee Watch & pray
M X 5 ik = TEE S




Rationale for the Church’s Pre-tribulation Rapture

o= X g IR EE

End time tribulations are not for the church

R KEEA ZAREZRD

God always delivers the righteous from His wrath &

judgment {REEIRARIRFTR A RRE#DAYZ AR FNEF)

Jesus gave us “escape instruction” fromthe tribulations

FEPERAR TR HERR SRR RUIEE

No mentlon of the church during the tribulations in the

Book of Revelation T'E“T%iﬂﬁliﬁﬂh RBIENEE

End time tribulations are for Israel’s judgment, repentance

&salvation FRIHKEEZERIBARARNEFF. BIFISH

The church age will end before tribulations begin

F S HFHA

EERHKEERIAER

N OO WOIN =

Nobody Knows the Day & Hour of Christ’s Return.
;EEME[I B [O]PReIHFHibFhs



End time tribulations are not for the church

AEXREAZSL NI

The church is not appointed for end time tribulation

“Let us put on the hope of salvation as a helmet and let us wait
for His Son from heaven, Jesus who delivers us from the wrath to
come. For God did not appoint us to suffer wrath but to receive
salvation through our Lord Jesus Christ.” (1 Thes 5:8,1:10; 5:9)

?JZ1F5’“'?E?E'. IKIE’JHﬁtE“WE“E’_E’ZJ: SRS F RIS, B

T.’:mf%xﬁiwﬂfﬁﬁzﬁ'ﬂiﬂﬂﬁ*%

SN,

x| A SR ERIZHI.
(P4805:8,1:10; 5:9)

Since we have now been justified by His blood, how much more
shallwe be saved from God's wrath through Hlmf (Rom 3:9)

FRLA, BE(FERTEBEZAE#IRIMIESE, MEERAEMRZ HRY

Eﬁn (:i‘i: 5 9)

[Christ] will appear a second time, not to bear sin, but to bring
salvation to those who are waiting eagetrly for H|m (Hebrews 9:28)

(B8] FTREEIR, EAFEEEN. TIERIEMMEM (2K 9:28)



End time tribulations are not for the church

RAEXEAZERSEER
A promise to the church in Philadelphia :

“Since you have kept my command to endure patiently, | will also
keep you from the hour of trial that is goingto come upon the
whole world to test those who live on the earth” (Rev .2%3:10)

“UREEETHRCMENE. BUEEXR FAZEERIISR. FTFR
SE{RRYEIE" (25 3:10)



God always delivers the righteous from His wrath &

judgment fHRZREEIZE A BRBEIRAYZ S FEF]

God consistently protects the righteous and delivers them when He
poured His wrath and judgment on the wicked and ungodly

[God] did not spare the ancient world when He brought the flood on
its ungodly people, but protected Noah, a preacher of righteousness,
and seven others (2 Peter 2:9)

A EA LhAt. BIEKERZIAIA =R, alRE
JEFERIIE—R/\O. ({Ri& 2:5)

if He condemned the cities of Sodom and Gomorrah by burning them to
ashes, and made them an example of what is going to happen to the
ungodly, and if He rescued Lot, a righteous man, then the Lord knows
how to rescue godly men from trials and to hold the unrighteous for the
day of judgment while continuing their punishment. (2 Peter 2:6-9)

RS, S AR, RS (EREE

WEARNER. BN TIEABAZETRERIBRAMS. £HIE

%H?ﬁﬁiﬁgzkﬁﬂ%ﬁiﬁnﬂﬁ BARPIABERZTZT. %ﬂiE#JE‘JE
. U1&Z £.0-




3 Jesus gave us “escape instruction” from tribulations

FHGFEEM ARRKA PHIEE
Luke $EHNIEE 21:36

34 "Be careful, or your hearts will be weighed down with
dissipation, drunkenness (self-indulgence) and the anxieties of
life, and that day will close on you unexpectedly like a trap. 35 For
it will come upon all those who live on the face of the whole earth.

4 (RAIEEE. THESREFELESERNTE, F(E(FRF]
R, ﬂBE?r&'JEH[IH"ﬂ" BIREREIRIF. 35 E R HF=IE

tREmEl 21t _E—IE{ERA.

36 Watch therefore, and pray always that you may be counted
worthy to escape all these things that will come to pass, and to
stand before the Son of Man.” (NKJV)

s (RFIRISZIEEE, EETN, FRRFsElEE—1IE
FERNE, AJLAMEATEB. © FhEF)



a No mention of the church during the tribulations in the

Book of Revelation {EE¥7RERAYKEEEAR iR BIR =

The Church was mentioned 18 times in chapter 1-3 & 1 time in 22:16
Please note: events in Revelation are chronological

Time Chapter Events
Past 1 What Apostle John saw around 95 A.D. in
1B the Island of Patmos ({REiSE)

Present The 7 churches on earth in the church age

IE?" 2-3 e FEaE

4.5 Wors n around the throne in Heaven (church?)
%&EH’JE&E (EE?)

Trlbulatlons oh earth (7 seals, trumpets & bowls)

; 6-18 b FkucEs (GED. L3R, Lie
uture

S Lamb’s wedding feast in heaven & Jesus returns to

19 earth & FEERIBE. EEBFBEEI
20 Jesus rules in millennium on earth E&it H{EEX
21 - 22 New heaven & earth & eternity K. Fiith. XiE

€




a No mention of the church during the tribulations in the

Book of Revelation {EE7RERAYCEHAR iR BIR M E=E

There is a scene change from earth in Rev. 3 to heaven in Rev. 4
There is worship around the throne in Heaven in Rev. 4-5
Who are those in worship around the throne? 24 elders

And they sang a new song: "You are worthy to take the scroll and to
open its seals, because you were slain, and with your blood you
purchased men for God from every tribe and language and people and
nation” - who else can they be except the church representatives

When and how did the church go from the earth in Rev. 3
to heaven in Rev. 4 ?

- Undoubtedly the church has been raptured.

Rev. 4:1 “After this | looked, and there before me was a door
standing open in heaven. And the voice | had first heard speaking to
me like a trumpet said, "Come up here, and | will show you what
must take place after this.” - doesn’t that sound like a rapture?

o 4 ki, BE, BXEEPMT. BKERIFEIRER
BE. HER. (7 LAEER. RBEUECRIOSIERE.




5 End time tribulations are for Israel’s judgment, repentance

& salvation Xﬂ&iﬁm%ﬁkkﬂg%ﬂ B L 15 R

“then let those who are in Judea flee to the mountains.. Pray that
your flight will not take place in winter or on the Sabbath. For then
there will be great distress.. If those days had not been cut short,
ho ohe would survive, but for the sake of the elect those days will

be shortened. (Mat. 24:16,20- 22) BREF. TEIEKRY. FEEHERILL

t. (RIFIFEERK. ULH*MFE ERG R, FBREX, SERR

E X B0, vEAKE., EAELCIEF. NEIME. &
BE—EEH. OEEER. PEHPHREL T (K24:16,20-22)

“Butfrom there you will seek the LORD your God, and you will find
him, if you search after him with all your heart and with all your
soul. When you are in tribulation,and all these things come upon
you in the latter days, you will return to the LORD your God and
obey his voice,(Deut. 4:29-30) ({E{/MP{ERLE Y =2 KEFFNFE(RAY
. EUF|ESRMEPEE. psR. BEMEBR—ERE
AUBFE. (R EEIERFIE/RiR. FEeftiaYsE(FRansC24:16,20-22)




5 End time tribulations are for Israel’s judgment, repentance

& salvation Xﬂkiﬁm%ﬁkkﬂg%ﬂ B L 15 R

“How awful that day will be! None will be like it. It will be a time of
trouble for Jacob, but he will be saved out of it” (Jer. 30:7)

ik, PEBA. BHTL. EERSERISR. (Bt
R, ” (HB*U*E-%O 7)
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BLIIEE N FRINED (280019 : 37-44) BIII82%Y
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6 The church age will end before tribulations begin

HeaRHEeaEARA LHEK X

God has different programs for the nation of Israel & the church

Program for Israel - the 70 weeks (490 years) of Daniel’s prophecy
49 years for rebuilding Jerusalem - 7 weeks start from 445BC
434 years for the “anointed” Messiah to come - 62 weeks
the “anointed” cut off (Jesus crucified) @end of 62" week

------- Program for Israel suspended after Messiah cut off -------------

------- Church program for gentiles starts -------=-m=e-smeecmmcmcceeeee
H.S. descends & baptized believers into one body of Christ
Gospel preached to all nations
Christ returns to the air, believers raptured to meet Christ in

the air. H.S. departs the world with believers (2 Thes 2:4-8)
---------------- Church program on earth for gentiles ends -------==seuen---

------- Program for Israel (Daniel’s 70 weeks) resumes ---=-s=seuseues---
7 years of tribulation ( 1 week, Daniel’s 70t week)

Israel repents & restored (Rom 11: 25-27). Messiah returns to earth
1000 years kingdom of heaven established on earth, Jesus rules




7 Nobody Knows the Day & Hour of Christ’s Return.

&ﬁkﬂlﬁi@ﬂﬁﬂg HFHIISR=

Jesus said no one knows about that day or hour of His return.

IF the church enters the tribulation period, one can figure out Jesus’

return date based on Daniel’s proBhecy and witness events unfold
according to the sequence in the Book of Revelation

the f_; Years
-€ 7 Years > Lord T .
o
| 7 Seals — Revelation 6 ] R
B ; M
( 7 Trumpets — Revelation 8,9 ) . g
—— - - : o
[ The Beginning Birth Pains] [ The Great Tribulation ] 7 Bowls = L
Matthew 24 Matthew 24 T
Additional Addinonal ~
€—— 1260Days ——>» | € 1260Days =—>| 30 days 45 days =
= vear ( Abomination Antichrist [ =N Jesus | 1
covenant of Reign The 2=¢ Christ 0}
confirmed Desolation Ends Coming Reign M
\_ Daniel 9:27 \_ Daniel 9:27 Daniel 9:27 \_ J \_Begins )

Fr-

Reign of
Antichrist
Begins

\_ Matthew 24:15

Christ’s return is imminent in the sense He can come any time to

meet us in the air because there is no event that must happen
beforehand on the prophetic calendar




References 2 & &5 ¥l

Will the Church Go Through the Tribulation
by John MacArthur www.gty.org

Pastor John MacArthur Z7a o] 3534EM is senior
pastor of Grace Community Church in Sun
Valley, California and president of Master’s
College and Seminary.

He has been acknowledged as one of the most
influential preachers of his time. He emphasizes
on rightly dmdlng the Word of truth (IT&1FS
B+ EIEAYE)and verse by verse exegesis(1IZXEp
)

MacArthur received many awards for the
books he wrote, including his Bible
commentary which has been translated into
Chinese and other languages




hn F. Walvoord
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References 2 & &5 ¥l

The Rapture Question

by John Walvoord https://walvoord.com/

Dr. John F. Walvoord: long-time president of Dallas
Theological Seminary, was one of the most

prominent evangelical scholars of his generation.

He is known worldwide and is considered the
world's foremost interpreter of biblical prophecy.
In 1990 President G.H. Bush requested copies o
John’s book Armageddon, Oil and Terror for his
White House staff to read

s I:NEF. T'Iﬂlﬂ M l.l.lﬂh‘ il:ll.ﬂ' o
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The Redeemer’s Return

", byArthur W. Pink (£ 5
Rl D] H [U https://gracegems.ord/Pink/Books.htm

Arthur W. Pink, a man too little known among
th R‘*»g Christians today, was one of the leading Bible
g scholars of the twentieth century. He was

Wil ie il recognized as a man called & born to write.

= —————————— . |

Among his readers were great
preachers like Martyn Lloyd
Jones (£2 & H ¥Bf) who highly
~ recommended young ministers
4 to read Pink’s books.

His writing sparked a revival of
expository preaching (}Z24&:518)
and focused readers' hearts on
biblical living



Ending Words =

It is certainly very comforting to know that
the church would not need to go through
the end time big tribulations.

But if this confidence lead anyone to
slacken and become unmindful of the
Lord’s return, he should think again.

How should we prepare for the Lord’s

return? Who will be raptured and who
will be left behind?

Let us explore the answers to these
questions in the future.
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Rapture or Tribulation ?

1 Thessalonians 4: 13-18
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