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Matthew 25 : 1-7 (NIV)

“At that time the kingdom of heaven will be like ten
virgins who took their lamps and went out to meet the
bridegroom.

Five of them were foolish and five were wise.

The foolish ones took their lamps but did not take any
oil with them.

The wise, however, took oil in jars along with their
lamps. |
The bridegroom was a long time in coming, and they all
became drowsy and fell asleep.

6 ""At midnight the cry rang out: "Here's the bridegroom!

Come out to meet him!".
“Then all the virgins woke up and trimmed their lamps.




Matthew 25 : 8-13 (NIV)

8 The foolish ones said to the wise, "Give us some of your
oil; our lamps are going out."

9 ""No," they replied, "there may not be enough for both us
and you. Instead, go to those who sell oil and buy some!
for yourselves.'

10 ""But while they were on their way to buy the oil, the
bridegroom arrived. The virgins who were ready went il
with him to the wedding bancuet. And the door was shui3

11 "Later the others also came. "Sir! Sir!" they said. 'Open
the door for us!*

12 ""But he replied, ‘| tell you the truth, | don't know you.".

13 "Therefore keep watch, because you do not know the day
or the hour..




The parable of the 10 virgins is a parable warning the
world to be ready for Jesus’ second coming

Contextof the Parable Ltk g 19 £ X

1) In the days of Noah, people were warned about a coming
judgment for a long time. Still they ignored the warning and
were caught unprepared when the flood came (Mat 24: 37-39)

2) Some people will be taken away (raptured) suddenly while
others who are not ready will be left behind. (Mat 24:40-42)

3) The Son of Man will come unexpectedly like a thief at night.
But if the house owner had known that and made preparations,
his house would not be broken into (Mat 24: 43-44)

4) A household master comes back home unexpectedly at a
time his servants were unaware of. The servant who has been
faithful doing his job was rewarded, while the servant who
indulge himself when the master was away thinking that his
master wouldn’t be back so soon was punished (Mat 24: 45-31)




The Parable’s Setting bRV E =

A Jewish wedding in the first century has 3 phases:

Phase 1 : Engagement — the fathers make a contract to give
their son and daughter to each other for marriage

Phase 2 : Betrothal — the couple comes together before their
families and friends and make binding vows and covenant to
each other. They are then considered officially married.

After the ceremony, the couple will go back to live with their
parents and wait for the wedding.

During this time the bridegroom will start preparing a place
for the bride to live with him. And the bride will wait at her
parent’s house for the bridegroom to return and take her.



The Parable’s Setting LRI E =

Phase 3 : The bridegroom comes back with his best friends to
take the bride. He usually arrives in the evening.

Meanwhile the bride waits with her bridesmaids (the 10 virgins)
for the bridegroom to arrive. They all dress up in wedding
garments and carry torches (not lamp) since it will take place
late in the evening. When the bridegroom arrives, they will all
parade through the night streets carrying their torches and

singing on their way to the bridegroom’s house where the
wedding celebration will be held for 7 days.

This is a picture of Christ coming back to claim his bride (the
church). In John 14: 2-3 Jesus promised his disciples: “In my
Father's house are many rooms; | am going there to prepare a
place for you.. | will come back and take you to be with me

that you also may be where | am. (BRfR:R) fEF CAIZKE.

BitZlER. BEREARPIRELTE. B RIERF
2 AEER. RAEPE. WRFIBAERE (B HFF14:2-3)




Characters & Objects

in the Parable

The bridegroom - Jesus Christ

The virgins — bridesmaids, represent professing
Christians (18 & E & $EA) who claim to be related to
the bridegroom and interested in welcoming his return

Where is the bride? - she is not mentioned.
The focus here is the bridegroom and the bridesmaids.

The lamps (torches) -
symbolize God’s word that
lights up our way (Ps. 119).




Characters & Objects

in the Parable

Oil - it is the fuel that sustains the
torch’s flame, it symbolize the Holy "i/:]
Spirit inside a Christian. 7 ¢ CHECK

It is the Holy Spirit who lights up
God’s Word inside us and energize us.

“if anyone does not have the Spirit of Christ, he does not

belongto Christ AZERBEEBENE. RTEEBEE
BY” (Romans &5 £ 8:9)

Jesus told Nicodemus, “| tell you the truth, no one can
enter the kingdom of God unless he is born of water and
the Spirit. ER#k ¥ & B K &5, IR E B £ T 1Y 55/ 1R,
ABTRUKNEZER, BT BEE AV E.”

(John # 3:5)




The Wise & the Foolish Virgins H2 BRI A BRI B ££

The 10 virgins look very much alike on the outside, but
very different inside. The Bible puts them into 2 groups.

Their distinction is not between good and bad or thoughtful
and thoughtless, but between wise and foolish.

The wise virgins symbolize genuine Christians
The foolish virgins symbolize self-deceived “believers”

Jesus said those who hear His words and put them into
practice are wise men whereas those who don't are foolish.
(Matthew 7:24-27)

The wise virgins were serious about welcoming the return of
the bridegroom so they prepared extra oil for their torches.
The foolish one were not serious about it and didn’t bother to
make preparations. This matter reveals the hearts and
difference between the wise and foolish virgins



Wise and foolish virgins

They are all delighted in
attending the wedding

They all attend church worship,
fellowship & Sunday school etc.

They all wear attractive
wedding gowns

They all have respectable and
religious appearance

They are all waiting for the
bridegroom to come back

They all believe Christ will return
& wait for the event

They all hold up a lighted torch] They all uphold the Bible

Internal Differences amongthe 10 virgins & professing Christians

The wise virgins brought alongj True Christians are born again with
extra oil for their torches. The |theindwelling HS. who makes them

foolish ones didn’t bother

shine & bear fruits. False Christians
aren’tborn again, no indwelling HS

All the virgins claim to know
the bridegroom, but the
bridegroom said he doesn’t
know the foolish virgins

All professed Christians claim to
know Christ. But Christ will say He
doesn’t know the false Christians
(Mat 7:21-23)

Foolish virgins denied
admittance to the wedding

False Christians denied entrance
to kingdom of heaven (Mat 7:21)



Whois True & Whois False? SHEH#H & ?
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The Bridegroom Comes Lately T B & 2

The bridegroom was very late in coming. All the virgins
became drowsy and fell asleep. "At midnight the cry rang
out: 'Here's the bridegroom! Come out to meet him!'

Everyone expects a wedding to be a evening event.
That’s why torches are needed.

But starting a wedding at midnight is really too late.
People ought to be in bed by midnight.

So all the 10 virgins, wise or foolish, watchful or not,
all fell asleep.

4 times we were told Jesus will return like a thief at night,
in the darkest hour of _gight when everyone has fallen asleep.
(A Mat 24: 43-44; BEBY 1Thes 5:2; BX Rev. 3:3 & 16:15)



Are We Waitingin Vain? BEfI=BZ=EF—15 ?
For the past 2,000 years, countless faithful Christians waited
for the return of Christ and have “fallen asleep”

Since Christ didn’t come back during the lifetime of those
Christians who have fallen asleep, have they waited in vain?

The answer is NO. When Christ return, they will be awaken,
resurrected and caught up to meet the Lord in the air (1Thes
4:15-17) together with those living Christians

They will wake up like the 5 wise virgins and ready to meet
Christ and enter the wedding because they were prepared &
were ready before they died.

We can find Christians’ gravestones bear these words:
“Awaiting Christ’s Return & £ B 3K”

Whether Christ return in our lifetime or not, Jesus expects us
to be prepared and ready to meet Him.



Got Enough Oil ? #3 jh 15§ ? §=r: Hi/:]

CHECK

"At midnight the cry rang out: 'Here's the bridegroom!
._ Come out to meet him!' "Then all the virgins woke
up and trimmed their torches. The foolish ones said to the
wise, 'Give us some of your oil; our torches are going out.’

The foolish virgins woke up to the fact they were not prepared
to meet the bridegroom and there is no time to prepare now.
Shaky believers will one day wake up to the fact that they are
unprepared to meet Christ. Unprepared to face judgment.

The foolish virgins got an idea: perhaps they could ride on
the wise virgins’ coattail — get a share of their “extra oil”

The wise virgins said NO to sharing their oll.

Salvation and spiritual matters are not transferable.

No one can hitch a free ride to heaven thru a relationship
with others (godly parents, siblings, spouse or pastors etc.)
Each person must strive to secure his own salvation &
personal relationship with Christ



Get Oil Now! 3 7F @ = HU

Salvation is priceless but it is a free gift to those who truly
believe and ask for it

Likewise the Holy Spirit (the oil) is a free gift to those who

want it and ask for it. But you need to get it before the
store close at midnight.

“If you knew the gift of God and..asked Him, He would
have given you living water. (#J John 4:10)

fREMEMAEE. (ReF oKk, BB FLE T IRFK”

“If you then, though you are evil, know how to glve good gifts
to your chlldren how much more will your Father in heaven
give the Holy Splrlt to those who ask Him!” (#% Luke 11:13)

IRFIEEPAANGT, = BAIBIRIF RALGE CHI X, ]
MR, EFARBILEZEGHAKMEIAL? "




The Door Was Shut. P9 & B

While the foolish virgins were on their way to buy the oll,
the bridegroom arrived. The virgins who were ready went In
with him to the wedding banquet. And the door was shut.

Bk B ok B BAORHE, BTEREI T ARIRALT T A0
Rk X%, PIsET.

In the days of Noah, people were warned about a coming
judgment. They have been warned for a long time (120 years)

Noah was six hundred years old when the floodwaters came
on the earth. And Noah and his sons and his wife and his
sons' wives entered the ark to escape the waters of the flood..

Then the LORD shut him in. & 37K BBt ERYFFE.
E%ﬁEEGWEﬁﬁﬁM% 5. Hig. #HEAR
. SRkt ., BRFREFICMBE L FH#E2E. (Gen gl 6)

The door to salvation will one day be shut and judgment will
come



No Admittance F #*E 3 A

"Later the foolish virgins
also came. 'Sir! Sir!' they
said. 'Open the door for

us! EBHBIE . FB
éﬂ%?nﬁxfmx
:EBE.I-\ %?‘Z{FﬂﬁﬁFﬁ’

(X Mat 25: 1)

—t

"Not everyone who says to mé"d rd”wﬂ nter
the kingdom of heaven, but only he who does the will
of my Father who is in heaven. JLEEIES; & ITI E
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“| Don’t Know You” “IL P e m R

The foolish virgins said:‘Sir! Sir! Open the door for us!‘ But
the bridegroom replied: 'l tell you the truth, | don’t know you.
‘%#tﬂﬁﬁgirnﬁ “EIﬁI EW A3 MBI, AR
S ESFHIRF AEBEEIRIFT” (K Mat 25: 12)

The real reasons the foollsh virgins could not get in wasn’t
because they fell asleep or because they came late or
because they didn’t have extra oil for their torches.

The bridegroom said the real reason
was because he doesn’t know them.

This is the same reason Jesus said many people cannot get
Into the kingdom of heaven: "Not everyone who says to me,
'Lord, Lord," will enter the kingdom of heaven,.. | will tell

them plalnly, I never knew you. ' “ FLIBFES: F M. = FTAY

A APeedlE XE]. . TR R ERMEER . FUEK
aﬂnﬁH {F9” (K Mat 7: 21,23)




The Key is Known by God B3 & = # # FT 52 3%

Known by God means having an intimate relationship with God

The Bible use “know” to describe Adam’s intimacy with Eve:
“And Adam knew Eve his wife: and she conceived, and bare

Cain N EfLNEFEERE, BEEFMER, £ 7 %=

(&l Gen 4:1 KJV;RSV; ESV)

Known by God means owned by God and following God (Jesus)

| am the good shepherd; | know my sheep and my sheep know
me. My sheep listen to my voice; | know them, and they follow

me" HEBIFWA. FIBFBIKAIE. T FEWEERK..FHAIE
EXRAEE. HWEEEMP. It REFIR" # Jn 10)

Known by God means loving God (Jesus)

“But if one loves God, one is known by Him.” (¥Agi1 Cor. 8:3)
“NRBAZH, LAEWFJ%EEE:E’]“ (BiRPEX)




The Key is Known by God B3 & = # # FT 52 3%

Known by God means knowing God (i.e. Christ):
‘But now that you know God--or rather are known by God ’

IR ERFIBE A 2 sk 1, BB A] R = 45 1 Fr 52 58 B9’ (1 Gal 4:9)

Striving to know God (i.e. Christ):

‘| consider everything a loss compared to the surpassing
greatness of knowing Christ Jesus my Lord, for whose sake |
have lost all thlngs | consider them rubbish ' “35 th 30 & = &

ﬂEEﬁLEl'J ASBRUREREERERRSGET. &7
, RIMBEBEHE T, &1ERY (B Phi 38

Utterly G ACLL ) (5F Ps 139):“0 LORD, you have searched

me and you know me.. you perceive my thoughts ..before a word

|s oh my tongue you know it completely,. you are familiar with all
y ways. Such knowledge is too wonderful for me

HBir‘Eli“flﬂ ?:J».Eﬁ“‘%, 3 E.Eﬁ?t FREIR BE FIE F HY

N
B2, EIEEE ﬁ  GEEELEET. HB—1]
IR L S E I




FiveOutof Ten T+ {EIAA E1E

The 5/10 number shouldn’t be taken literally to imply half of all
professing Christians will not be able to get into heaven. But that
ratio does tell us it is a large percentage. Jesus did say in

Mat. 7 that many will be denied entry into the kingdom of heaven.

That ratio also tells us there is a serious problem in the
church. So, what is the problem?

Many don’t really understand the true gospel, especially in
1 churches where ‘prosperity, social & political gospels’ are
preached. MGC is definitely not one of those.

People are not serious about God. They have incorrect
2 motives, ex. get a sense of eternal security, to meet / find
friends or opportunities to show off... They aren’t seeking God.

3 The faith of many stay in their head, didn’t get into their heart

Many are not born again, even among some who appear to be

4 very religious, respectable, moral, noble and Biblically
knowledgeable like Nicodemus (J€ SF JEE &)




Matthew The Fate of the Unprepared

ty.or
RAEE  AEMEFREENGE  C
Dr. John MacArthur
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“I wrote an article o , and publishers d to publish

it in a magazine. They said it would upset people. And so we
let people go to hell in self-deception.”




Summing It Up  # &

There are true and false Christians mixed in the church. Like
the wise & foolish virgins. They look indistinguishable outside

Many will be shocked to find out in the very last moment
they are not prepared to meet God but it will be too late

Personal relationship with Christ is what counts.
We can’t ride on other people’s coattail to get into the kingdom.

We cannot “borrow” what must be “purchased”

We cannot recall lost opportunity.

This parable does not intend to make our salvation uncertain,
rather it intend to warn those with a false sense of security.

This parable concludes with the repeated warning:
"Therefore keep watch, because you do not know the day or

thehour" LR PIEMEE. BAREF. BER. (R
A HEHE. (K Matthew 25:13)




@BEFK : +1BELPITE

10 Virgine Going Out to Meet the Bridegroom
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