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John 3: 14 - 16

even so must the Son of Man be lifted up,

15 that whoever believes may in Him have eternal life.

16 For God so loved the world that He gave His only
begotten Son, that whoever believes in Him should
not perish but have eternal life.




The Metaphor in an Old Testament Story
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Just as Moses lifted up the snake in the desert , so the Son of Man

MUST be lifted up. ERERFFERSELE - AFHARREERENR



The curse The Story in Numbers 21: 4-9

The Israelites sinned against God
and caused God to send fiery FAUEE e
serpents with deadly venom PRcos TN N —EWMA
among them; the snakes bit the RS - A\NNY ¢ Look & Live
people and many Israelites died. ¥ £ '
Repentance

The people acknowledged their
sins and pleaded with the LORD
to send the serpents away.

The Remedy

The LORD had mercy on them and
devised a remedy to save them. He |
instructed Moses to make a bronze
serpent and raise it up on a pole.
Faith

Anyone bitten by the snakes and
LOOKed at the bronze snake would
be healed and lived.

It seems silly that a LOOK at a bronze
snake would cure & save life; but
trusting God’s word & faith in His
means of cure is the only way to live




Metaphor of the Story in Numbers BRE{EC 21: 4-9 I HIIE 1K

The curse Mankind and the whole creation are under curse ever since
sin entered the world thru the serpent’s (Satan) temptation of Adam
& Eve. Sinis like the venom of those fiery serpents that lead to death
(both physical & spiritual) and afterlife punishment in hell.

The Remedy o e, 4
God so loved the world (mankind) JE e o s
that He sent His only Son Jesus to
become man, sacrificed His sinless
life as an atonement for man’s sins
to pay off our debts & declare us

“not guilty & owe no debt” to God

Repentance & faith (conversion)

God’s salvation for man is free but
can only be appropriated thru our
repentance & faith in our only
savior and Lord Jesus Christ.

Like the Israelites, if we turn our
eyes upon Jesus who was lifted up
and hung on the cross to die for us,
we would be saved thru that
“LOOK of faith”




But people won’t accept Jesus as their savior and God’s
simple free Salvation. They won’t TRULY believe and repent

They are dead in sin and
irresponsive to God

They are blind & cannot
see the gospel light

Dead in sin

SEHESERBEIL

They need help. They nee¢
to ba raised from the dead
and hQve their eyesight restored




People have to be made alive in Christ to be responsive,
to repent and believe (Eph 3B 2: 1-6)

The dead need
“REGENERATION” , or

to be born again by the
Holy Spirit

Was blind but now can
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The IUSTT of Regeneration E &£ A9 0

This is why “Regeneration” is so critically important. Jesus treated
the subject of regeneration very seriously. He said :“Truly, truly I tell
you, unless one is born again, he cannot enter the kingdom of God”
Also He said: “you MUST be born again” (John #J 3: 3,5,7)

There is another MUST in John 3:14 Jesus MUST be lifted up (on the
cross)). MUST in original Greek — a necessity, no alternative, no options.

That’s also why | preached on regeneration last time. Today | am
continuing with the subject of God’s salvation processes down the road

AEBOXEAE £ T4

Dr. Martyn Lloyd (SI
yn Lloy “ do not preach decisions,

Jones, the

renowned British o
preacher in the ] preach regeneration

‘
last century said : 7
1 D. Martyn Lloyd-Jones
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4 categories of believers in the church
e EMEEE
( Pastor Ming Tao Wang ERBE4{EM )

1 — Those who understand what born again means and they are
very sure and clear they have been born again. (the confident)

2 — Those who don’t understand what born again means and
not sure they have been born again when actually they have
been born again. (the fuzzy)

3 — Those who understand what born again means and think
they have been born again when they actually haven’t been
born again. (the self-deceivers)

4 — Those who don’t understand what born again means &
they haven’t been born again & they don’t care. (the careless)

Which category do you belongs to?



John 3:1-16 showed us 3 of 8 processes in God’s salvation program
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God’s Calling Regeneration | Conversion _[ 'Iﬁrfngepentance
A e g R g 4 %% 4% | 484FFaith
John %) 3:2 John % 3:3-13 John #) 3:14-16

So the next step after regeneration is conversion

Many people get confused about regeneration & conversion.
When they give their testimonies, they often say, “l was born
again on such a date and year”.

That person was actually testifying to a conversion experience.
They may have been regenerated earlier than that but only
became aware of their state of conversion at a later time.

Many believers are very unclear about regeneration & conversion




Conversion Different from Regeneration

BEEINRELE

Regeneration & & Conversion 5§ {§
Impartation of spiritual life by God|| Manifestation of God’s given
AT B E I A spiritual life LAY B E A4
Involves God’s creation Involves man’s conviction
& BAT BB T RN IR
Makes one a child of God Manifests one as a child of God.
1A R AT 89 S HBARA L
The condition for conversion The evidence of regeneration.
TARFENEAE Sl R EA MR
Man is passive in the process Man participates in the process.
AR T RB I AERATHLENAE
Irresistible by man Resistible by man
AR $L4E AT ARAE
Complete in each child of God Variously partial in each man
AERLZTFART L % 8% 0 2R B A




Regeneration and Conversion

£ 4 B B B

Regeneration and Conversion are extremely important. As
Michael Lawrence (pastor & author) pointed out Regeneration
and Conversion are the processes God creates His people.

Many “believers” just have a notion of God, but have no
personal relationship with Him. ¥ Z 4" R 2 H#A — @8
= B2AMAEARR.

Some other believers regularly read the Bible, do devotions and
may even serve in the church, but their relationship with God is
limited to the physical, intellectual and emotional levels.

As a pastor, Michael Lawrence shares the concerns of many parents
in his church about their grown up children.

These young adults were brought up in church and Christian homes
and they are “nice kids”; they are extremely successful in school
and they have good relationships with family members & peers.

They don’t do “partying”; they have good moral behaviors; they
regularly attend church even after college; some even serve in
church. If you were their parents, you would be very proud of them.



Regeneration and Conversion

£ 4 B B B

So what is the problem? And what are the parents worrying
about?

The parents noticed that their children basically left Jesus behind.
The children are convinced “they already have Jesus”.

They didn’t abandon the name of “Christian.” They simply
stopped showing interest in the Christian life.

As these parents watch their children’s adult lives unfold, the
less and less confident that their children even know Jesus at all.
(know = have personal relationship with Jesus)

Pastor Michael sees the problem. These church grown ups are

“nice” but they are not “new”, namely they are not regenerated
and converted.

Pastor Michael also realized the problem came from the church’s

theology, particularly in regeneration and conversion, and how
that theology was practiced.



[Conversion] by Michael Lawrence
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Book Review : [Conversion] by Michael Lawrence
EH [RBE]-FEHE
“Conversion is essential and misunderstood, Lawrence understands

this. With theological precision, but with plain and accessible
language, Lawrence guides us through the Scriptures to help us
understand what true conversion is and explains what the Bible
teaches about conversion, simply and compellingly. “
‘REMEEE, AIEEEANLRHE, FMTARE—BL
SMET L HEHN@SEENTE. SENES, 515K ME
BERTHMTESEEEMERE MEEMARIRAHAAREER
ARREMNEE, "

“Real conversion is not just being ‘nice’ on the outside, nor

does it depend on a decision made once years ago. True

conversion is nothing less than regeneration, new creation, and
new life in Christ.”

BEEMRELIFER FHEHINMERE, hTF2IKESFRIMHK

B — RS, EEMREMSEEEEEE, RATEMA,
BERFRIAE .




Book Review : [Conversion] by I\/Iichael Lawrence

B (BE]-SEHE
“Lawrence hits the nail on the head when it comes to the
conversion experience. Being born again is not the result of a

superficial, emotional, and man-motivated prayer.
Conversion is a divine work from beginning to end. “

TS HT—iEERCh - BATIEEEN - BN ERAZMN
e . SR (= iMOEE| R ES WA A TIE -

Conversion begins with God (regeneration) and bears fruit in men
(repentance and faith)

Conversion requires repentance, and repentance requires the work
of the Holy Spirit.

miEeHERRBIEAERSE), TEAS EELRF(IBFED) -
miEm=E - MBBEEENTEF -

You may buy this book from Y35 1 X E{ARRTIZELLT
Amazon or Crossway ke T3S (d X E A hR)



https://9marks-static.oss-cn-hongkong.aliyuncs.com/wp/2020/11/Conversion.CHS_.pdf
https://www.amazon.com/dp/B01N11MA6H/ref=dp-kindle-redirect?_encoding=UTF8&btkr=1
https://www.crossway.org/books/conversion-ebook/
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Biblical Understanding of

Conversion

B THBE

[=E-EBEIHE/1EsE - ] 4. Conversion (9Marks)

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=IFt7D-ekHNY


https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=lFt7D-ekHNY

What is Conversion ? T EE R i IS ?

The short definition of conversion is :
It is a U turn back to God

Jesus, here

* — | come, | come
= WRON WAYS |-rr 0 £
epen elievej . §




Repentance & Faith | W’ E D

Conversion is that voluntary change in the mind of the sinner, in
which he turns, on the one hand, from sin, and on the other
hand, to Christ.

The former or negative element in conversion, namely, the
turning from sin, we call repentance.

The latter or positive element in conversion, namely the turning
to Christ, we call faith.

Faith & Repentance are born as twins (12X F11815 2 £ iEi8)

Faith and repentance are born
together, live together and thrive
together. Let no man put asunder

what God has joined together.

‘ No man can repent of sin without
% believing in Jesus, nor believe in

\ Jesus without repenting of sin.

CH Spuwrgeon  T) 1 B




Every coin
has two sides:

Conversion is just like

acoin,italsohas2 &%

sides. On one side is Repentance
~ 8 ot

repentance and on é"rﬁ Eﬁz Y
the other is faith.

The apostle Paul articulate (;5%2:%HA) just that in Acts 20:21 :

“l have declared to both Jews and Greeks that they must
turn to God in repentance and have faith in our Lord Jesus”

"FENEHIBEXRA - MEFEA - BIAEEMIEN - E5FEFH=
HEFEE - "




Repentance & Faith g X B {§

Unfortunately, there has been a misunderstanding of the doctrine
of conversion among many who called themselves “Evangelical
Christians”. They attempt to separate repentance from faith and
even to say that repentance has nothing to do with saving faith.

Ex.: Zane C. Hodges (1932 — 2008) in his "Free Grace theology" holds
the view that eternal life is received as a free gift only through faith
in Jesus Christ for eternal life and it need not necessarily result in
repentance or good works; therefore, one need not preach
repentance when preaching the message of salvation. This sounds
“Biblical” to naive Christians when they first hear it.

However the proper meaning of Biblical faith includes and even
presupposes repentance. When the apostles taught the doctrine
of salvation by faith alone, they had in mind a repentant faith.

Famous contemporary theologian Wayne Grudem (& %&) defines
conversion as “our willing response to the gospel call, in which we
sincerely repent of sins and place our trust in Christ for salvation”
(Systematic Theology, p. 1238).



Repentance & Faith | W’ E D

Nowadays, more and more theologians and church leaders advocate
that sin should not be emphasized when preaching the gospel, or even
to be mentioned at all. For example, The former president of Hong

Kong’s Alliance Seminary (B & & E1E#EBbt ) said this about sin:

“Many people mistakenly believe that the central message of
Christianity is to declare that all people have sinned and that everyone
is a sinner.There is no doubt that everyone is a sinner, but this
assertion is only a premise of the Gospel of Christ, not the content of
the Gospel itself. Jesus said that He did not come to condemn man,
but to forgive man’s sins and to save those who are trapped in it.” (so
far sounds OK)

But then he continued with these words: “It is meaningless to prove
that everyone is a sinner. ..., we don’t need to prove the existence of
sin at all, and we don’t need to point out that people are sinners. No

one doubts the existence of sin.” *

[*] RXB . (EEXZ1%.) (FE& : BELMR - 2003) £ 718

Modern liberal “evangelicals” downplay conviction of sin because they
want to “attract seekers” and make them feel comfortable to attend
their meetings, so they deemphasize sin (;%1t3E).



The result of downplaying sin results in worldly churches filled with
unrepentant sinners as pointed out by Pastor Bin Yu (T ¥z 4% £f)
(Far East Gospel Broadcasting, West Canada I E XA ZiZRES E1H)
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(g the sesmon delivered by Jonathan Edwards July 8th 1741 FU YI N C h e n g 3 C O oy v . ‘ y y

STV Te el “ Sinners in the Hands of an Angry God"
BV is a very famous sermon written by the
American theologian Jonathan Edwards. Edwards first preached this
sermon to his own congregation in Northampton, Massachusetts with
profound effect. Later, he was invited to preach this message to a
church in Enfield, Ct. on July 8, 1741. The preaching of this sermon was
the catalyst for the “First Great Awakening”.

The sermon emphasize God’s wrath upon unbelievers after death to a
very real, horrific, and fiery Hell. The underlying point is that God has
given man a chance to confess their sins & repent, It is God’s will that
man be kept from overtaken by the devil and cast into hell.




"Sinners in the Hands of an Angry God"

FAERRBRHN M F

Despite the apparent pessimistic notion of an angry and terrifying
God in the sermon, that pessimism is overcome by the comforting

hope of salvation through a triumphant, loving savior.

Edwards was interrupted many times during his preaching by an
audience moaning and crying out, "What shall | do to be saved?".

Edwards’ sermon contrast sharply with today’s evangelistic
messages which only highlight God’s love and the benefits of
salvation while avoid mentioning God’s wrath and punishment of

sinners in hell

A.W. Tozer, a much
respected (C&MA EEH)
pastor & author said

PEOPLE ON EARTH
HATE TO HEAR
THE WORD

REPENT

THOSE IN

i _ERY A IR 1B oS BT

| EiR R BRIRT BT
LB e — =

ONE MORE TIME! ;

AW. Tozer fg £8 (1897 - 1963)




What is Conviction of Sin

it & 2 15 5

The Bible tells us that the Holy Spirit comes to convict the
world of sin (John &Ji{EE16:8) :

“When He comes, He will convict the world of guilt in regard
to sin and rlghteousness and judgment”

M(EE)R 7, MEESE - &F E§¢U£HE?EE§1EAE’J§T%(¥EEEZIS)

To understand what conviction of sin is, let us first look at
what it Is not:

#1 It is not just knowing & agreeing with the Bible’s teaching
about sin.

#2 1t I1s not simply a guilty conscience or even shame over sin.
#3 it Is not a sense of fear God’s punishment.

The word convict in original Greek means “to convince

someone of the truth; to reprove; to accuse, refute, or cross-
examine a defendant.”

(FRXEEZEAMBBEM, Z5F - REMBERIZEAN)
The Holy Spirit acts just as a prosecuting attorney who

exposes evil, reproves evildoers, and convinces people that
they need a Savior.



Conviction of Sin by the Holy Spirit

e
We will be convicted of our sin when:

1) We are shown, under the Holy Spirit’s enlightenment,
our true sinful and dreadful conditions

&EI’] =3 (3 a) King David had to fall into grave

sins to discover his sinfulness
and wickedness.

b) Paul had to fail in his struggle
against sin (Romans 7) to discover
his inability to fight against sin.

c) | am no exception. | had always
been praised and looked at as a
“good boy” in my childhood and |
considered myself better than
most other kids. So God had to let
me fail to show me | am just as bad
and sinful as others.




Conviction of Sin by the Holy Spirit
B E A i S

d) Likewise, the prodigal son had to fall into sins & very pitiful
conditions to get a true picture of himself and to appreciate

the love of his father Whom he took for granted
"4 ® *" ) Al

| come i“}i!'ufwil (O be m
| come wounded to be heal



Conviction of Sin by the Holy Spirit

e
We will be convicted of our sin when:

2) We are shown God'’s holiness and realize we cannot face
God'’s glory.

This was the case when
Isaiah entered God’s temple
& saw God'’s glory.

He immediately became
aware of his sinfulness and
filthiness and exclaimed:
“Woe to me, | am a man of
unclean lips...and my eyes
have seen the King, the
LORD Almighty” (Isaiah 6:5).

3) We become mindful of how much our sin dishonors God.
When King David was convicted of his sins, he cried out
“Against you, you only, have | sinned and done what is evil
In your sight” (Psalm 51:4)



Conviction of Sin by the Holy Spirit

We will be convicted of our sin when:

4) when we become intensely aware of the wrath sin exposes
our souls to (Rom 1:18; 2:5).

When the Philippian jailer ‘ " 3

fell at the apostles’ feet L T RE w:\gth:lgs;vle%g
and cried, “Sirs, what I L Ty ,
must | do to be saved?” ‘ L ~

he was under strong
conviction (Acts 16:30).
He was sure that, without
a Savior, he would die.

5
y ? .5 \d
. -

The Holy Spirit not only convicts people of sin, He also
brings them to repentance (Acts 17:30; Luke 13:5); He

brings to light God’s way of salvation and opens their
hearts to receive God’s grace (Eph. 2:8)



Repentance — What Does It Involve

% B R 5 E

Repentance involves our intellect, our emotion and our will.
The most important is involvement of the will’s, which comes

from the heart (spirit). Any “repentance” without involvement
of the will, is incomplete.

Repentance 1 ™o

Man must know his
lost conditions
(Rom 3:20; Ps 51:3-
4; Ez 36:31)

Intellect 2 &
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Man must have a
broken & contrite
heart (Jer 31:19; Ps
51:17; 2 Cor 7:10)

Man must turn
from the way of sin
(Acts 26:18; Ez 14:6
2 Cor 7:11)

WI" 'l..\ ILu\
Course change

e

ANBEARIFEES
MR E
(BR31:19; &F 51:17;
M 7:10)

) =17

ﬁ'ﬁgt/ NJTIXA
;E%L ($E26:18;
; FIW& 7:11)

cn




Pathway to True Repentance
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Ending Words i

Today’s message merely introduce us to the
subject of REPENTANCE which is only half of the
broader topic of CONVERSION.

We all need to understand these vital subjects in
greater details for our spiritual needs

=

Thomas Watson =i Z4 has written an excellent
book (a classic) more than 300 years ago. The book
is called “The Doctrine of Repentance”. The book
gives us much greater details on repentance.

The Chinese version is called [ E |

Both the English and Chinese books can be
downloaded free. | hope we can all take time to
study it for our benefits.




Thomas Watson’s Book (1620-1686) iz = £ M=

The Doctrine of —=—_ @l =
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The Doctrine of Repentance.

Thomas Watson c. 1620—1686
Modernized American-English, formatting, corrections,
and additional notes (in blue)
William Gross wuwnw.onthewing.org May 10, 2011
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The Doctrine of  The Doctrine of Repentance
REPENTANCE by Thomas Watson can be
downloaded free from this link:

‘ The Doctrine of Repentance

by Thomas Watson

The book was written > 300 years ago
& has no copy right
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